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God's Thought and Our Thoughts 
By F. L. Torry 
Isaiah 55:9 


OD does not hear our words as 
others hear our words— 
The faultless grammar or the silver 
tone. 
But words of comfort, or tears in times 
of sorrow, 
These ring with Heaven’s music that 
one day He will own. 


God does not judge our work as others 
judge our work— 
By outward service or by worldly fame. 
But little acts and deeds we have for- 
gotten 
He will reward and praise if rendered 
in His name. 


w 
With Mouth or Heart? 


Lip service is not the way to peace, 
power, and victory. “Keep thy heart 
with ail diligence,” said Solomon, “for out 
of it are the issues of life” (Prov. 4:23). 
Sin begins in the heart, and when a Chris- 
tian allows the seeds of rebellion and self- 
will to grow there, he gives place to the 
Devil, and opens the door to many temp- 
tations and defeats. Believers in other 
lands, who have been converted out of 
heathenism and have given time to 
prayer and meditation over God’s Word, 
often have a penetrating insight into the 
spiritual world and striking ways of ex- 
pressing truth which surprise the mis- 


sionaries and teach lessons to us West- 
erners. From Ecuador comes a recent 
story of defeat through rebellion, and 
victory through surrender and prayer. 
Eugenia, a Christian Indian helper in the 
home of one of the missionaries, became 
more and more difficult and self-willed, 
and finally had to leave. But now, for- 
given and restored to fellowship with 
God and the missionary, she has come 
back and tells the inside story. When 
she was at home she began to slip in 
her Christian life, left off attending 
meetings, did not pray or sing much, 
and refused to listen to her Christian 
brother Gervacio’s exhortations. Her 
sleep was broken by demons at night 
until she became distracted and terrified. 
“Similar things happened night after 
night. Once she begged her father to 
chase them away, but he could neither 
see nor hear anything. They closed 
the doors tightly at night, once even 
nailed them shut, but this had no effect. 
She says Jim [Elliot] told her once that 
demons would come through doors and 
now she believes it. So she finally re- 
sorted to going over to her sister-in-law’s 
{a true believer]. She slept beside 
her, and Eugenia was not troubled. 
When she returned to her own house, 
however, she was agin attacked. She 
asked Gervacio, finally, to pray that they 
might not molest her. The prayer was 
answered, She called Vénancio [an 


evangelist], asking him to explain to her 
why this was happening. He told her 
God must be allowing it to test her, to 
see if she was just a ‘with-mouth’ be- 
liever, or a ‘with-heart’ believer, She 
began at once to attend meetings again, 
prayed, and listened to the reading of 
Scripture, and it was shortly after that 
that she came here to work, thus fulfill- 
ing God’s will, she says. There have 
been no attacks since. I have heard 
many stories of demons—very strange 
ones, some of them, and have learned 
not to take them lightly. I am sure 
there must be very real manifestations 
in these lands where the restraining in- 
fluence of the Light has had little time 
to be established.” The Bible speaks 
plainly of the reality of demons, and 
evidently they have greater power in 
heathen lands, though perhaps even more 
in our own land than we realize. “For 
we wrestle not against flesh and blood; 
but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness 
in high places” (Eph. 6:12). Such a re- 
port as this from Ecuador is a warning 
to us to “be watchful, and strengthen 
the things which remain” (Rev. 3:2); 
and a fresh challenge to pray earnestly 
for young converts from heathenism and 
all missionaries who are out on the fir- 
ing line. How important it is that we 
be “with heart” believers! 


Separation 


By Mildred H. Corbett 


tion many believe that they have 
everything needed, and of course, in 
so far as their salvation is concerned, 
they have. But God is not satisfied 
simply with giving us eternal life; He 
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T' THE first glow of receiving salva- 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“The Lord thy God in the midst 
of thee is mighty; he will save, he 
will rejoice over thee with joy; 
he will rest in his love, hé will 
jey over thee with singing” (Zeph. 
3:17). 























wants us to be wholly separated to Him. 
“Come out from among them, and be ye 
separate” (2 Cor. 6:17). 

There are usually at least two times 
of decision in the life of a consecrated 
Christian when the question of separa- 
tion arises. The first is the separation 
from the rule of Satan and sin. “I 
couldn’t be a Christian because there 
are too many things to give up,” a 
young person may say. But young 
people may be assured that the first step 
needed is to accept Christ and His aton- 
ing work. They will thus be separated 
from the rule of Satan and into the 
Kingdom of God. The “giving up” will 
come with growth in the Christian life. 
























































890 (2) * 


There may be a few who yield them- 
selves completely to God at the time of 
conversion, but for most of us full sur- 
render to-Christ comes as a later expe- 
rience. 

The sad thing in the lives of many 
Christians. is that they stop with the 
first step and do not allow God to take 
complete possession and control of their 
lives. They are carnal Christians, per- 
haps living in the things of the world 
and living for self, though saved eter- 
nally. 

Many have a yearning for the deeper 
things of the Christian life and try to 
separate themselves from the things of 
the world and the flesh instead of sep- 
arating themselves to God first. Some 
of these separations are of only tempo- 
rary value; indeed, they may be only 
mental discipline. 

Then, too, when we try to carry out 
separation from things, we do an im- 
perfect job at best. Our treacherous 
hearts will cling tenaciously to the 
fleshly loves and desires. How many 
Christians find themselves unable to part 
with worldly appetites and selfish sins, 
great though their desire may be to do 
so! How many are not willing to give 
up the things of the world or those of 
temporary value for the fellowship of 
Christ! 

When we separate ourselves from any- 
thing we are following an impulse to- 
ward God, but we probably are not fol- 
lowing His commands. But when we 
turn to God in complete abandon, sep- 
arating ourselves wholly to Him, things 
will take their proper place in our lives 
—or out of them. 

The Jewish people were called out by 
God first of all to be separated to Him: 
“I am the Lord your God, which have 
separated you from other people” (Lev. 
20:24). Although they have failed God 
in so many ways, they are still a “sep- 
arated” people in many ways. 

We know very little of the life of 
Enoch, but we may be certain that he 
was separated to God or he could not 
have walked with God as he did. No 
man can walk with God and at the same 
time be entangled with the things of the 
world. Abraham was called to leave 
home and kindred, but he was called 

mainly to follow God in close and un- 
questioning obedience. We can believe 
that in the desert school God brought 
Moses to complete separation to Him- 
self. Hosea, Micah, and the other minor 
prophets are marvelous examples of 
complete separation to God. Paul’s 
dramatic conversion, if we may so call 
it, is known to all: But perhaps few 
realize that before God used Paul He 
took him apart into a desert place and 
brought him to complete separation to 
Himself. 

Separation is a definite work of God 
in the life of His child, It may be one 
sudden and definite act, but with many 
it is a working of God in our lives in 
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which He turns us to Himself, gradually 
weaning us from other things and other 
peoples who have seemed necessary to 
us before, until He is our whole horizon. 
Our part is simply willingness or yield- 
edness. God puts into our hearts a long- 
ing for Himself, and as we turn to Him 
for the fulfilling of that longing, old de- 
sires, ambitions, and even needs simply 
fade away. God wants us wholly for 
Himself! He has made us for Himself, 
and He desires not only the first place 
in our lives but all there is*of us. It 
must grieve Him that so few are will- 
ing to yield all to Him, who loves us so 
much and desires our love and fellow- 
ship, the highest and best for any Chris- 
tian. If He is speaking to your heart 
today, do not turn Him away. 


ye 
Notes on Open Letters 


Are Names Ever Blotied Out 
of the Book of Life? 


Since several readers have raised a 
question about a statement made in the 
Family Worship column (Sept. 15), the 
following letter and answer are re- 
printed from THe Sunpay ScHoot TIMES 
for April. 2, 1921. (The answer was 
written by Dr. Charles G. Trumbull.) 

Will you please explain “He that 
overcometh, the same shall be clothed 
in white raiment; and I will not blot 
out his name out of the book of life, 
but I will confess his name before my 

Father, and before his angels’? (Rev. 

3:5.) I believe “once in grace always 

in grace,” but this verse seems to con- 

tradict it, and I would very much ap- 
preciate an explanation from you.—An 

Illinois Reader. 

Nowhere in the Bible does God say 
that a name once written in the book of 
life will ever be blotted out of the book 
of life. Over and over again throughout 
His Word God declares that those who 
have received Jesus Christ as their Savi- 
our can never be lost. “Being confi- 
dent of this very thing, that he who be- 
gan a good work in you will perform it 
until the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 
1:6). “And I give unto them eternal 
life; and they shall never perish, and no 
one shall snatch them out of my hand. 
My Father, who hath given them unto 
me, is greater than all; and no one is 
able to snatch them out of the Father’s 
hand” (John 10:28, 29). “Who by the 
power of God are guarded through faith 
unto a salvation ready to be revealed in 
the last time” (1 Pet. 1:5). “All that 
which the Father giveth me shall come 
unto me; and him that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37). 
“Wherefore also he is able to save to 
the uttermost them that draw near unto 
God through him, seeing he ever liveth 
to make intercession for them” (Heb. 
7:25). “Who shall lay anything to the 
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charge of God’s elect? It is God that 
justifieth. For I am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Rom. 8:33, 38, 39). “For the gifts and 
the calling of God are not repented of” 
(Rom. 11:29). 

It is one of the first principles of 
sound Bible study that, when we find 
clear testimony throughout the Bible to 
any truth, we must not set over against 
this any passage that may, on the sur- 
face, seem to contradict it. God’s Word 
never contradicts itself, and there is al- 
ways an explanation, either here or 
hereafter, of all passages in God’s Word 
by which they will be seen to be in full 
harmony with all other passages. 

But in this present question it is in- 
teresting to note that the only truth 
clearly stated in Revelation 3:5 is that 
God will not blot out of the book of life 
the name of the overcomer, clothed in 
white raiment. Therefore this passage 
directly asserts the precious truth of 
salvation. Anything contrary to the 
truth given elsewhere in Scripture that 
those once saved through faith in Christ 
can never be lost is in the realm of sheer 
inference, at the most, from this Rev- 
elation passage; and why draw such an 
inference against Scripture’s gloriously 
clear and positive statements? 

The Editor of THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times has taken occasion to ask the 
views of a number of sound Bible stu- 
dents concerning the passage in Reve- 
lation, and they have made some signif- 
icantly interesting points, including what 
has just been stated. 

“Overcomer” is John’s word for a man 
who believes, as seen in such passages 
as 1 John 2:13, 14; 4:4; 5:4, 5. 

Overcoming is accomplished by “the 
blood of the Lamb,” and this makes it 
a matter of faith in Christ (Rev. 12:11). 
“The question that really troubles is 
whether any. names are written in the 
book except those who have overcome 
by the blood. I think not. All Scripture 
says not. My understanding of the pas- 
sage is this: The Sardis church, like 
many others, had a church roll. Most 
of these names would be blotted out 
when that roll of the visible church was 
submitted to the Judge. ‘Thou hast a 
few names in Sardis that .. . shall walk 
with me in white’; only a few of the 
many whose names appeared on the roll. 
How many Christians tremble when they 
think of such a scene as is here de- 
scribed! ‘Is my name written there, on 
the page bright and fair?’ has sent a 
cold chill over many a true saint. My 
thought is that this passage gives the 
true saint the blessed assurance that in 
that day when the Judge goes over the 
Sardis roll and purges it, the real Chris- 


(Continued on page 905) 
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SRARY 
TIDWELL BIBLE LISK’” 


I. Spiritual Freedom in the Apostolic Church 


How it was lost 





was born God’s gift of spiritual 

liberty came to man. God and 
man entered into an intimacy of com- 
munion never, since the Fall, shared by 
man on earth with God and his fellow 
men. On “the new and living way” man 
found the road back to that Edenic in- 
timacy where God could meet man 
“through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant.” 

The Pentecostal fire burned down the 
barriers between men, making it pos- 
sible for the Christian witness to reach 
all human creatures with the Gospel 
message, irrespective of color, creed, 
or class. With holy boldness Peter 
preached to men of “every nation under 
heaven” and “every man heard them 
speak in his own language.” 

These tongues of fire did something 
important to individuals also who were 
“pricked in their heart” toward repent- 
ance and acceptance of Jesus as Lord 
and Saviour. They burned away the 
fetters of inhibition which had made 
man a prisoner within himself, hinder- 
ing him from intimate communion with 
his fellow men. Pentecost enabled the 
believer in Christ to enter into such an 
intimacy with his fellow believers that 
they became of “one heart and of one 
soul” (Acts 4:32). 


O* THE day the Christian Church 


Freedom in Christian Fellowship 

Since the innate pride of personal re- 
serve characterizing carnal man was 
thus removed, the Christian could now 
“with gladness and singleness of heart” 
share with his fellow Christians the good 
things of the inner life. They could 
share with one another their deepest 
longings as well as their highest aspira- 
tions, confessing to one another their 
shortcomings. All the riches of mind 
and heart could be shared, putting thus 
into circulation this great capital of 
man’s spiritual resources, making the 
Christian church, local and universal, to 
prosper in spiritual wealth. 

This fellowship in sharing mutual joys 
and sorrows in the fellowship of saints 
enabled Paul, the pastor of the Ephesian 
Christian Church, to shed, daily, tears of 
sympathy and warnings, which brought 
the same tearful response among the 
officers of his church (Acts 20). 

What caused stagnation of these bless- 
ings which through Heaven’s open win- 
dows were poured out upon the Chris- 
tian Church in the early apostolic times? 
We must go to the Book of Revelation 
to find the answer. There Christ reveals 


to his apostle, John, the illness that had 
- come to afflict so many churches of Asia 
only fifty years after they were founded. 
Doctrinal disputes in Ephesus, as fore- 


Something happened to the Church 
between Pentecost and the messages 
to the seven churches in Revelation 
2 and 3. When the Holy Spirit came 
down upon the believers they en- 
joyed a new freedom of fellowship 
which faded as the years passed. 
Mr. Eikland, eastern representative 
of The Evangelical Alliance Mission, 
finds parallels between the condi- 
tions existing in those seven early 
churches and in many of our own 
churches today. These have solemn 
lessons for us, which he emphasizes 
in this article. Next week in the 
Times he will deal with the ques- 
tion, “Do We Need a New Birth of 
Freedom in Our Church Worship?” 








told by the founder, Paul (Acts 20), 
came to divide the membership. Her- 
esies arose in the church because of the 
selfish ambition of some leaders there, 
causing them to lose the undivided love 
they should have retained toward Christ. 
Brotherly love was lost because of doc- 
trinal disputes. Love to Christ was lost 
because of their attachment to carnal 
leaders who diverted the eyes of the 
members to themselves instead of “look- 
ing unto Jesus” as the true Head and 
object of their love. 

Spiritual infidelity became the chain 
that enslaved the churches of Thyatira 
and Sardis. Setting up some object of 
worship besides their adorable Christ 
seemed to them expedient for the pro- 
motion and preservation of the churches. 
The Jezebel of Christian times became 
a person of influence. The heathen 
defilement of the Sardis church had 
brought it to such a low state of spir- 
ituality that the verdict of Christ was, 
“Thou hast a name that thou livest, and 
art dead” (Rev. 3:1). 

Satan’s throne was set up in Pergamos 
as a rival chair to that of Christ at the 
right hand of God. There the emperor 
worship was promulgated and became a 
required practice, There, in the shadow 
of emperor worship, another cult seems 
to have originated, the clique of men 
called the Nicolaitanes (from nikao and 
laos, “to conquer the people or laity”). 
From the Nicolaitanes it seems the idea 
of an ecclesiastical hierarchy developed 
in the Christian Church. As an octopus 
its ‘tentacles got a stranglehold on the 
lay members, hindering them from using 
and cultivating spiritual gifts. That oc- 
topus grew to become the twin monster 
of Roman and Orthodox Catholicism 
holding for centuries the whole Christian 
Church in its grasp. Reformation times 
cut the tentacles in which Northern Eu- 
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rope was fettered but inflicted no deadly 
wound on its head. 

As the Apostle John was expelled from 
his own church in Asia Minor, and ex- 
iled to Patmos, so Christ Himself was 
expelled from His Laodicean church. 
The reason for this expulsion, or with- 
drawal, was that the church there had 
elevated the god mammon as its object 
of worship. It was not an adulterous 
church, openly, like Thyatira and Sardis, 
but just “lukewarm.” This spiritual stag- 
nation had come upon it because of ma- 
terial prosperity and love of the world. 
Laodicea was the New York of Asia in 
that day. It had a prosperous manufac- 
turing and garment industry. It was an 
important banking center. A medical 
school established there made a powder 
for the treatment of eye troubles. 

But the Laodicean church was starved 
as to its soul, being unable to digest the 
husks of the world’s dainty dishes, and 
freezing to death, being clothed in the 
thin, silken garments of the latest Lao- 
dicean mode. It stagnated into liturgi- 
cal formalism in worship, living a com- 
placent social life. 


The Result of Withdrawal From Christ 


Christ withdrew from His Laodicean 
church, reluctantly, the church itself be- 
ing the cause of His withdrawal be- 
cause of its cold attitude to Him. The 
eyés of men turned away from behold- 
ing the glory of Christ to the contem- 
plation of the world’s finery in dress, 
adornment, and _ sophisticated living. 
When, instead of getting rich on true 
Christian wisdom and virtue, man lays: 
hold on perishing gold, and what gold 
can buy, then it is impossible for him to 
lavish upon his Saviour his undivided 
affection and he becomes lukewarm to- 
ward Him. It was the withdrawal of the 


‘Laodicean church from Christ which 


obliged Him to withdraw ftom His 
church there. And it was with infinite 
sorrow in His heart He pronounced the 
expulsion of the Laodicean church as 
a member of His body with these words, 
“I will spue thee out of my mouth.” 

We can paraphrase the Lord’s counsel 
to Laodicea as recorded in Revelation 
3:18 thus: “Your raiment factories can- 
not clothe your spiritual being; your 
banking establishments cannot remedy 
your spiritual poverty, nor can your 
medical laboratory provide the eyesalve 
for your spiritual blindness. I have the 
true remedy for these spiritual ailments, 
but you must come to me, buying them 
and paying for them by discarding your 
trust in material riches, getting disen- 
tangled from their enthrallment.” 

Did the churches of Asia thus cen- 


(Continued on page 904) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





N AN article on the Qumran Text, 
in the Journal of Biblical Literature 
(December, 1955), the famous New 

Testament scholar, Dr. Oscar Cullmann, 
of the University of Basel, Switzerland, 
sets forth two interesting points of con- 
trast between the life in that fascinating 
community and in the early Christian 
Church. He concludes: 

The decisive difference in Christolog 
leads us to observe a further and con- 
sequent originality of the early church. 
Faith in the atoning work of Christ 
brought the Holy Spirit into the church. 
Only in relation to the Holy Spirit can 
we understand the fellowship, worship, 
community of goods, and leading, which 
were characteristic manifestations of 
the Spirit. Instead of the Spirit, the 
Qumran movement had an organization. 
The way in which the community of 
goods was managed among them is only 
one example. The working of the Spirit 
in the early church was possible only 
on the basis of an intense faith in the 
real saving efficacy of that which Jesus 
accomplished for the world. Miracles 
of healing, speaking in tongues—things 
which gave primitive Christianity its 
specific character and wifhout which it 
would be unrecognizable—are to be un- 
derstood in no other way. 

It is not sufficient that the Qumran 
sect had a. “teacher of righteousness” 
and wrote about the “spirit”; the 
teacher and the spirit do not dominate 
all the thought and life of the com- 
munity as Jesus and the Spirit which 
is given to those who believe in Him 
dominate Christianity. This driving im- 
pulse is lacking in the Qumran sect, and 
that is the reason that the Essenes 
ceased to exist after the Jewish wars 
in A.D. 70, whereas Christianity could 
survive that crisis, and from then on 
even more effectively spread over the 
world, 7 


Activity in Israel—Anyone interested 
in Biblical archaeology and antiquities, 
and that which concerns the historical 
data of the Word of God, is almost com- 
pelled, by what is happening in Israel 
today, to undertake some kind of trip 
to that marvelous land. Word has come 
that the ancient city of Jaffa, called in 
the New Testament Joppa, where the 
Apostle Peter received a vision while 
visiting at the house of Simon the tan- 
ner, is to. be converted into a national 
park devoted to antiquities and archae- 
ology.. The hill of twenty-five acres im- 
mediately behind Jaffa, which is be- 
lieved to consist of layers of former 
civilizations, is to be completely exca- 
vated. 


Twelve years ago, a Biblical zoologi-- 


cal garden was established in Jerusa- 
lem by Dr. Aharon Shulov, a zoologist 
of that city, for the purpose of gather- 
ing together living specimens of all ani- 





mals, birds, reptiles, and fish mentioned 
in the Bible, and all animals found in 
Israel today. This is to parallel the 
great Biblical and Talmudic botanical 
museum founded by my friend, Dr. He- 
reubini. Located on Mount Scopus, it 
represents the most remarkable collec- 
tion of Biblical flora in the world. 

The 1954-1955 budget for Israel is set 
at $317,000,000. 


The Local Reputation of the Family 
of the Founder of Mormonism.—All 
students of the history of Mormonism 
are well acquainted with the fact that 
the founder of this cult, known as “The 
Prophet,” together with the members of 
his family, had a most unsavory reputa- 
tion in the vicinity of Palmyra, N. Y. 
A friend who once lived in Ontario 
County, N. Y., has called my attention 
to a document of indisputable veracity 
that appears in “A History of Ontario 
County, New York, and Its People,” by 
Charles F. Milliken (New York, 1911), 
Vol. I, pp. 415, 416. I quote the passage 
without comment: 


By their neighbors, the Smiths were 
regarded as a shiftless and most untrust- 
worthy family. They were visionary 
and superstitious and were always dig- 
ging for hidden treasures. So that 
Oliver Cowdery, a schoolmaster on Staf- 
ford Street, had little trouble in enthus- 
ing them into the mysteries that could 
be unearthed. 

Their favorite digging place came to 
be on the hill since known as the “Hill 
of Camorah,” which being interpreted 
signifies “Mormon Hill,” often called 
Gold Bible hill. This hill is located two 
and one-half miles north of Manchester 
village, on the old stage road between 
Canandaigua and Palmyra. 

Joe Smith, Jr., possessed even less 
than ordinary intellect, and among the 
boys he was always a butt for their 
jokes, which have become local history. 
The reputation these people held among 
their neighbors is well summed up in 
the following statement given with their 
signatures: 

“Manchester, Ontario Co., N. Y., 
Nov. 3, 1833. 

“We, the undersigned being personally 
acquainted with the family of Joseph 
Smith, Sen., with whom the Gold Bible, 
so-called, originated, state that they Were 
not only a lazy, indolent set of men, but 
also intemperate, and their word was 
not to be depended upon, and that we 
are truly glad to dispense with their 
society.” (Signed, Pardon Butts, Hiram 
Smith, James Gee, A. H. Wentworth, 
Joseph Fish, Warren A. Reed, Alfred 
Stafford, Abel Chase, Moses C. Smith, 
Horace N. Barnes, Sylvester Worden.) 

Also, the affidavit of Parley Chase 
throws much the same light on this 
Smith family: . 
“Manchester, New York, December 2, 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


1833. I was acquainted with the family 
of Joseph Smith, Sr., both before and 
since they became Mormons and feel 
free to state that not one of the male 
members of the Smith family were en- 
titled to any credit whatsoever. They 
were lazy, intemperate, and worthless 
men, very much addicted to lying. In 
this they frequently wasted their skill. 
Digging for money was their principal 
enjoyment. In regard to their Gold 
Bible speculation, they scarcely ever 
told two stories alike. The Mormon 
Bible is said to be a revelation from God 
through Joseph Smith, Jr., His prophet, 
and this same Joseph Smith, Jr., to my 
knowledge, bore the reputation among 
his neighbors of being a liar.” 

A convention of the Literatura Evan- 
gelica para America Latina, generally 
referred to as LEAL, was held recently 
on the grounds of the Bible Institute 
of the West Indies Mission near Placetas, 
Cuba. This is said to be “the most im- 
portant evangelical gathering ever held in 
Latin America.” Sixty-eight publishers, 
booksellers, and church and mission 
groups operating in Latin American 
countries were represented by 130 dele- 
gates from seventeen of the twenty 
Latin republics, and from Jamaica, 
United States, and Canada. 

LEAL does not undertake the publi- 
cation of books itself, but assists mem- 
ber organizations by programs of co- 
ordination and planning, creating a new 
syndicate for evangelical magazines, con- 
ducting a series of training courses in 
techniques related to Christian litera- 
ture, such as journalism, bookstore man- 
agement, etc. Its immediate program 
is entirely for the Spanish language, but 
six delegates from Brazil expressed the 
hope that this work might be extended 
to the Portuguese. Those attending the 
convention who did not understand 
Spanish, including a number of pub- 
lishers from the United States, listened 
to English interpretations through ear- 
phones, 

A Remarkable Conference for Stu- 
dents.—For the last few years there has 
been held at Forest Home, in the San 
Bernardino Mountains of California, the 
most remarkable Christian conference 
for college students on the North Amer- 
ican continent. This College Briefing 
Conference, as it is called, was founded 
and is still watched over by that very 
able servant of God, Dr. Henrietta 
Mears. The entire week, immediately 
preceding and including Labor Day, is 
devoted to messages from the Word of 
God, presented by long-tested, gifted, 
conservative speakérs (whose confidence 
in the Scriptures is manifested in their 
messages), to missions, and to the chal- 
lenge of a yielded life. In my opinion, 
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it is the nearest thing we have today to 
those influential conferences of college 
students which assembled at Northfield, 
Mass., under the quickening leadership 
of D. L. Moody, in the latter part of the 
nineteenth century. No one can doubt 
but that more decisions among college 
men and women, for consecrated living, 
for missionary service, and for the min- 
istry of the Gospel are made annually 
during this week at Forest Home than 
in any other regularly scheduled one- 
week conference in our nation. 

Among the speakers this year were 
Dr. Bob Smith of Bethel College, St. 
Paul; Dr. Harold John Ockenga of Park 
Street Church, Boston; David Cowie of 
the University Presbyterian Church, 
Seattle; and Major Ian Thomas of Eng- 
land. The total number of registra- 
tions, for the entire week or part of the 
week, was the largest recorded to date 
—987 young men and women, in addi- 
tion to some hundreds of visitors. Eighty- 
nine different colleges, universities, and 
seminaries were represented by the 476 
full-time registrants, including a goodly 
number of schools in the eastern part of 
the United States. As one would ex- 
pect, many different denominations were 
also represented. 

All will rejoice to know that in a day 
when so many college conferences are 
given over to those subjects which have 
nothing to do with the vital deepening 
of one’s Christian experience, and the 
confirmation of faith in the Word of 
God, there is made available, annually, 
here on the Pacific Coast, such an oppor- 
tunity as that afforded by the College 
Briefing Conference. It is conducted on 
a high level, to appeal to students who 
are serious in facing problems of the 
collegiate life of our nation, and who 
long to devote their lives to the things 
that count. 


“The Bible Was Right” is the general 
title of a remarkable series of articles 
by Werner Keller, which has been car- 
ried by the Evening News of London, 
boasting the largest circulation of any 
daily newspaper in the English world. 
I am told that great billboards through- 
out London announced these articles 
with the four words, “The Bible Was 
Right,” in large letters. A complete set 
of these issues is being published by 
the Evening News for three shillings nine 
pence. I am not vouching for all the 
statements in this series, but I would 
venture to say without hesitation that 
no London paper today would ever think 
of printing a series of articles proving 
some ancient book was right except the 
Bible. In fact, they certainly could not 
produce a popular series of articles proy- 
ing any book was right, ancient or mod- 
ern. No book arouses such an interest 
as the Holy Scriptures, 

Sunday Observance -at Wanamaker’s. 
—A student interested in historical mat- 
ters has recently uncovered a notice that 
appeared in the year of 1854 on the bul- 
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letin board of the great Wanamaker 
Store in New York (which closed its 
doors on January 1 of this year) which 
would be absolutely inconceivable as a 
bulletin for a great department store 
today, a fact that’ does not reflect a 
deepening religious environment in our 
land during the last century. 

“The store must not be open on the 
Sabbath day unless absolutely necessary, 
and then only for a few minutes. Any 
emplayee who is in the habit of smok- 
ing Spanish cigars, getting shaved at 
the barber shop, going to dances and 
other places of amusement will most 
surely give his employer reason to be 
suspicious of his integrity and all-around 
honesty. 

“Each employee must not pay less 
than $5 per year to the church and must 
attend Sunday school every Sunday. 

“Men employees are given an evening 
a week for courting purposes, and two 
if they go to prayer meeting regularly. 

“After 14 hours of work in the store, 
the leisure time must be spent in reading 
good literature.” 

Sunpay ScHoo, TIrMes geaders will be 
interested to know that John Wana- 
maker, the founder of the Wanamaker 
Stores in Philadelphia~and New York, 
who died in 1922, was the owner of THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Trmes from 1871 to 1877, 
and the superintendent of the Bethany 
Presbyterian Sunday School for many 
years. 


Spiritual Unrest in Russia.—As there 
are signs of a growing revolt against 
the domination of Moscow in the satel- 
lite countries under her evil jurisdic- 
tion, so there is. a growing spiritual 
unrest among thousands of, young peo- 
ple in Russia today that could very well 
mean the preparation in that atheist 
ridden land of a truly great revival, if 
enough men and women can be found 
in that land who know the meaning 
of the Gospel of the grace of God. Re- 
cently, over the great B.B.C. of Great 
Britain, an address was delivered on 
“Religion in Soviet Russia,” which has 
just appeared in that almost indispensa- 
ble journal, the Listener, from which I 
have been granted permission to quote 
one of the concluding paragraphs: 

Moving in a different way were the 
earnest young atheists whom I met at 
other times. Their religion was Soviet 
society. They stressed moral values 
more than the believers did. They 
thought honesty, public spirit, fairness, 
kindness, self-control were not only 
characteristically Soviet but had almost 
been born together with the Soviet 
world, for human nature could be re- 
generated by certain political measures 
which the Soviet Union had first ap- 
plied. But their words had not the re- 
verberations of good and evil. Nowhere 
is the duty to be truthful more im- 
pressed on children than in Soviet 
schools, yet these young people knew 
that truth is limited by expediency, of 
which the party is the judge. They be- 
lieved in humanity, but Stalin had said, 


* (5) 893 


“You can’t chop wood without making 
the chips fly,” and if they witnessed 
Stalin’s holocaust they thought of the 
victims as the inevitably flying chips. 
Now they had been told that Stalin, 
whom they’ had almost worshiped as a 
god, had been a tyrant. As a result, 
some were facing a moral crisis. Other 
young people have been disillusioned 
and cynical a long time, while some are 
aware of a need for a faith and a phi- 
losophy by which to live. 


The Danger of World Famine.—All 
Bible readers know that in our Lord’s 
great Olivet discourse, He mentioned 
four basic aspects of the natural calami- 
ties that will mark the last days—war, 
pestilence, famine, earthquakes. That 
wars have been fearfully increasing in 
modern times, all students recognize. 
So also the destructiveness of earth- 
quakes is steadily multiplying. One 
would think, however, that, with the 
vast developments that have been wit- 
nessed during the last century in the 
area of agriculture and the tremendous 
improvements made in the area of trans- 
portation, the danger of famine would 
be gradually diminished, but such is not 
so. Relief is not resulting from mod- 
ern inventions and a deeper knowledge 
of soil chemistry, etc. It is significant 
that in the Bulletin of the Atomic Sci- 
entists for October this year, there are 
numerous references to the impending 
danger of world famine conditions. 
Without any comment whatever, I 
would like to quote the following from 
an article by Robert C. Cook, “The Popu- 
lation Bomb”: 

There has been an alarming accelera- 
tion of world population growth since 
1945. Some 300 million people have 
been added to the earth’s numbers. In 
the decade 1930-40, the increase was 
about 225 million—an average of some 
22 million per year. That represents a 
gain of more than 50 per cent. 

The prewar net daily gain of births 
over deaths was about 60,000. It is now 
estimated that nearly 100,000 people are 
added to the earth’s numbers every 
24 ~#hours. Today’s unprecedented 
growth rate of 1.5 per cent per year 
will very likely accelerate in the gen- 
eration ahead. 

In our finite world indefinite multi- 
plication of people must eventually pass 
any possible optimum. Standing room 
only becomes a possibility in no very 
long time at the current rate of in- 
crease. 

In the same issue, the distinguished 
professor of Geochemistry at California 
Institute of Technology, Dr. Harrison 
Brown, in his article, “A Changed and 
Changing World,” reminds us that “the 
surplus people will flock to the mush- 
rooming cities, and it is in the cities 
where misery and the discontent are 
likely to breed uprisings and violence. 
It is in this kind of atmosphere that 
totalitarianism can spread over the 
greater part of the earth. .. . Clearly, in 
the years ahead there will be steady and, 
relatively speaking, rapid change in the 
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international environment—a_ change 
which is being brought about by sci- 
ence and technology. Nations which are 
now the most powerful will no longer 
be so powerful. , Nations which have 
been unable, independently, to threaten 
war will be able to wage it. Nations 
which have been poor will become, rel- 
atively speaking, well off. Some nations 
which have been rich will become, rel- 
atively speaking, less well off.” 

The Revival of Interest in the Bible 
in the City of Jerusalem. Those who 
are personally acquainted with condi- 
tions prevailing in the City of Jerusalem 
during the twentieth century would all 
agree that apart from the great Domin- 
ican Institute for Biblical Studies and 
the American School for Oriental Re- 
search, the city has not been noted for 
any particular interest in the Word of 
God, and the natives who live there, of 
course, never created any center for 
Biblical research. With the coming of 
Israel, all is changing. Recently, in Jeru- 
salem, there was held the fourth Bible 
Congress promoted by the Israel Bib- 
lical Research Society, meeting for four 
days in one of the largest theaters in 
that ancient city, when an audience 
often totaling 2,000, gathered from morn- 
ing to midnight to listen to 35, more or 
less, technical papers on various aspects 
of Biblical interpretation. 

“Missions Are Losing Ground.”—I am 
not writing this in any sense of dis- 
couragement, but only that we all might 
be realistic in our prayers and mission- 
ary efforts. 

An editorial in the Latin America 
Evangelist, by Mr. Kenneth Strachan, 
general director of the Latin America 
Mission, bears the above title. After a 
trip through many of the islands of the 
Caribbean and Central America, Mr. 
Strachan gives it as his informed opinion 
that “the sound, established mission and 
church groups are not keeping pace 
with the tremendous growth and devel- 
opment round about them. It is true 
that general statistical figures would 
seem to indicate a growth in evangel- 
ical constituency proportionate to or in 
excess of population increase—but the 
figures are misleading unless one keeps 
in mind that the numerical increase of 
evangelicals is accounted for chiefly by 
the rapid growth of fringe sects and 
splinter groups. It was the writer’s im- 
pression that the established churches 
and missions as a whole show very 
little increase in the last five years and 
that one of the urgent needs is for a 
stepped-up program of work commen- 
surate with the gigantic process of ex- 
pansion that is taking place in every 
other area of life. 

“It is a puzzle to more than one mis- 
sionary today that national church 
bodies which ten or fifteen years ago 
seemed to be making healthy strides in 
the pursuit of indigenous church objec- 
tives and regarding which glowing re- 
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ports were sent home, are now in the 
doldrums, caught up in problems of 
nationalistic tension with a consequent 
Strain on the relationship between 
church and mission, and with a conse- 
quent loss of spiritual life and evange- 
listic outreach. 

“In one country after another the 
story is the same—church bodies that 
ten years ago were singled out as prime 
exhibits of indigenous attainment have 
run into serious setbacks that embar- 
rass and trouble the parent mission 
society. Everywhere missionaries are 
experiencing a sense of frustration and 
bafflement as they seek the solution to 
the problem of holding on to proper in- 
digenous-church principles and yet at 
the same time of sharing effectively 
with the churches in their problems and 
needs.” 


Opposition to the evangelical propa- 
gation of the Christian faith is not only 
being found these days in the constantly 
changing nations of the East and in 
Russia, but indeed in England itself. 
One is surprised to read in the Annual 
Report of the Inter-Varsity Fellowship 
of Evangelical Unions that “the aca- 
demic year 1955-1956 has certainly not 
been a year of unopposed evangelism in 
the universities. Opposition to the mes- 
sage and to the general outlook of the 
Evangelical Unions has in some cities 
been very strong. In St. Andrews, for 
example, the Debating Society passed a 
motion that ‘the influence of the Chris- 
tian Union has increased, is increasing, 
and ought to be diminished.’ Debates 
in other places have brought similar at- 
titudes into prominence. The Durham 
Misséon last February opened in an at- 


mosphere of. considerable opposition _ 


from the ecclesiastical authorities, and 
there were public attacks upon the mes- 
sage. On the whole, however, the result 
was good. In particular, complete ‘out- 
siders’ are sometimes attracted to the 
Christian cause when it is under severe 
criticism. Speakers are also forced to 
disown some of the common misconcep- 
tions about the evangelical message and 
have good opportunities for making 
plain the real nature of the Gospel. 

“In the theological colleges, the de- 
bate has frequently forced students to 
more self-critical and consistent think- 
ing. It has certainly stimulated them to 
wider reading. The total result, how- 
ever, has not been all gain. For ex- 
ample, in at least one theological col- 
lege, men who are sympathetic to the 
I. V. F. do not put I. V. F. books onto 
their shelves because of the fierce pre- 
judice and controversy that this would 
stir up. In such a place true theological 
discussion has been virtually destroyed 
by the attitude of a more liberal 
majority. 

“The C.1.C.C.U. Mission led by Dr. 
Billy Graham in November, 1955, pro- 
vided yet another illustration of the con- 
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flict. Outspoken criticism came from 
various authorities before, during, and 
after the Mission. Some of the criti- 
cism may have done harm, but it un- 
doubtedly stirred up a number of stu- 
dents to come to meetings, even if only 
from curiosity. They were frequently 
surprised to find that the preaching was 
simple, direct, and not at all emotional. 
Many attended of whom a number pro- 
fessed to receive Christ. The nineteen 
relays from this Mission to other uni- 
versities and colleges were not univer- 
sally successful, but in a number of 
cities they were outstandingly effective 
in reaching the non-Christian.” 


It is good news that a Korean broad- 
casting station was opened a year ago 
to broadcast the Gospel to the whole of 
Korea, including the northern part 
which is, of course, dominated by the 
Communists. 

“Mr. Sungsoo Whang, a member of 
the Korean National Assembly who vis- 
ited this country a few years ago, has 
a Sunday afternoon Bible study (in a 
Presbyterian Church in Seoul) which is 
attended by 200 or 300 Korean univer- 
sity students. Inter-Varsity Fellowship 
books are used in their studies. It was 
always a great joy to visit the ‘Young 
Nak’ or ‘Bethany’ Presbyterian Church 
in Seoul. The minister is Dr. Kyung 
Chic Han, a Princeton University grad- 
uate in the days of Dr. J. Gresham 
Machen; Dr. Han has been in this coun- 
try earlier this year. 


“This flourishing church has two con- — 


secutive Sunday morning services of 
about 1,500 to 2,000 people, with an 
early morning Sunday school of 1,000 
children. There are 100 deacons and 100 
deaconesses who. regularly visit the par- 
ishioners, instructing and _ exhorting 
them. 

“The Koreans have been called the 
Welsh of the East, and have very beau- 
tiful hymn-singing in their churches. 
There are a few missionary hospitals. 
At the American Presbyterian, Hospital 
at Taegu is Dr. Kenneth Scott, the 
brother of Betty Stam who was a mar- 
tyr of the China Inland Mission.” 


A cable from Cairo, Egypt, carries the 
most interesting news that a group of 
international scholars working at the 
Coptic Museum in ‘Cairo are translating 
a manuscript forming part of thirteen 
volumes, which Egyptian workmen 
found in a jar while digging in a 
Graeco-Romen cemetery 70 miles north 
of Luxor. The documents themselves 
are translations from books written in 
the Aramaic language. One of these is 
called the Gospel of St. Thomas. This, 
of course, was not actually written by 
St. Thomas of the Twelve, but attri- 
buted to him by some later unknown 
author. While these writings are not 
canonical, they will throw a great deal 
of light on that early and powerful her- 
esy in the Christian church, Gnosticism. 
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LESSON 8. NOVEMBER 25. THE PRODIGAL SON 
Luke 15:11-32; printed text, verses 11-24 


Golden Text.—He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. For as the heaven is high above 
the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him.—Psa. 103:10, 11 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Luke 15:11 And he said, A certain man had two sons: 
12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, 
give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. 


divided unto them his living. 


13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all 


together, and took his journey into a far 
wasted his substance with riotous living. 


14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine 
in that land; and he began to be in want. 

15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that 
country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 

16 And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks 
that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. 

17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired 
servants of my father’s have bread enough and to spare, and 


I perish with hunger! 
18 I will arise and go to my father, and 


Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


E parable of the Prodigal Son is 

one of a triad, frequently referred 

to as the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin, 

and the Lost Boy. Actually the three 

are introduced as “this parable” (Luke 

15:3), indicating the unity of theme 
which binds them together. 

In order to understand them  ade- 
quately one must give attention to the 
setting. The chapter opens with the 
statement, “Then drew near unto him 
all the publicans and sinners for to hear 
him.” The publicans were, of course, 
the taxgatherers—Jews who acted as 
agents for the Romans, and who, in addi- 
tion, were notorious for their extortions. 
They were, therefore, despised and 
hated by their fellow Jews, who regu- 
larly put them in the same category as 
the moral reprobates. So far as the 
Pharisees and the scribes were con- 
cerned (these being the religious leaders 
of the people), they were outcasts, and 
anyone who associated with them had 
no standing. Among the many criticisms 
which these religious leaders hurled at 
Christ, none was more devastating than 
that He received sinners and/ate with 
them (v, 2). 

It was to answer this criticism that 
Jesus gave His three-part parable, in each 
part of which He made clear that it was 
that which was lost that called for atten- 
tion. Not the ninety-nine sheep in the 
pastureland, but the one gone astray 
demanded the care of the shepherd; not 
the nine pieces of silver which adorned 





And he 


20 And he arose, and came to his father. 
was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had com- 


19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make 
me as one of thy hired servants. 


But when he 


passion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 


country, and there 
called thy son. 


shoes on his feet: 


21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be 


22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best 
robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and 


23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let 
us eat, and be merry: 


24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was 
lost, and is found. 


And they began to be merry. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


will say unto him, 


her hair, but the missing piece called 
for the woman’s diligent search with 
lamp and broom; not the son who ful- 
filled his daily round of tasks on the 
home farm, but the one away in the far 
country wasting his living, drew out the 
pity and the yearning love of the father. 
Over all three might be written the 
words of our Lord, “I am not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repent- 
ance” (Matt. 9:13). 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 15:11.—“A certain man had two 
sons.” This is the third séction of the 
one parable beginning in verse 3. 

Verse 12.—“. . . Father, give me the 
portion of goods that falleth to me., .” 
He anticipated his father’s death, and 
showed that he cared more for the sub- 
stance than for his father. 

Verse 13.—“. . . gathered all together 

. into a far country .. . wasted his 
substance with riotous living.” He was 
already separated in heart from father 
and home. Now he “escapes” from the 
old restraint. Notice now “wasted” 
(scattered abroad) cancels “gathered ... 
together.” 

Verse 14—*“ ... spent all... a mighty 
famine ... he began to be in want.” The 
famine was not felt till all was spent. 
A depression is a poor time to retrieve 
a dissipated fortune. The plunge to a 
state of want was quick. 

Verse 15.—“. . . joined himself to a 
citizen. . . sent him into his fields to 
feed swine.” His life of undisciplined 


luxury had not fitted him for a place 
of dignity, and good jobs were now hard 
to find. What a comedown to be made 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
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a swineherd! The pig was an unclean 
animal under the Mosaic economy. To 
feed swine, then, was a degrading and 
disgraceful occupation for a Jew. 


Verse 16—‘“, . . the husks that the 
swine did eat: and no man gave unto 
him.” His employer apparently fed him 
very inadequately, so that the pods of 
the carob trees, on which the swine fed, 
looked inviting to him. Where were all 
the “friends” on whom he had lavished 
his bounty? 

Verse 17.—“. . . hired servants of my 
father’s have bread enough ... and I 
perish with hunger!” His reasoning 
powers returned, and he began making 
comparisons—the son of the household 
in want and misery, and the hired serv- 
ants enjoying plenty and security. 


Verse 18—“I will arise and go to 
my father ...I have sinned...” After 
his reason began to function, he passed 
correct judgment on himself and his con- 
duct, and his powers of decision re- 
turned. 


Verse 19.—‘And am no more worthy 
to be called thy son: make me... hired 
servants.” The haughty, self-sufficient 
youth is now humble and submissive, 
willing to bow to his father’s judgment 
and authority. This is a far cry from 
verse 12. 


Verse 20.—‘And he arose, and came 
... his father saw him . . . compassion 
... kissed him.” He put his determina- 
tion into action. Now the scene changes 
to the father, and we have a glimpse of 
his heart. The welcome home is spon- 
taneous and hearty. “Kissed” is strength- 
ened in the Greek by a prefix indicating 
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that the father kissed him again and 
again. 

Verse 21—“, . . Father, I have sinned 

.. no more worthy .. .” Most authori- 
ties omit “make me as one of thy hired 
servants,” which was part of the pre- 
pared speech (v. 19). In face of the 
father’s welcome these words would 
have been strangely inappropriate. 

Verse 22—*“, . . Bring forth the best 
et .. « « Ol os OE eae 
Every,mark of restoration to his place 
of sonship was given the returning prod- 
igal, a happy exchange for the rags. 

Verse 23.—“. . . the fatted calf ... let 
us eat, and be merry.” The fatted calf 
was reserved for a_ celebration of 
marked importance. The feast is a pic- 
ture of Heaven’s rejoicing over a re- 
pentant sinner (vs. 7, 10). 

Verse 24.—“. . . my son was dead, and 
is alive ... lost... found. And they 
began to be merry.” Two apt descrip- 
tions of salvation—passing from death 
to life, and the lost being found. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The focal point of this story; gener- 
ally referred to as the Prodigal Son, 
is not the son at all but the father. 
Our Lord is answering the criticism of 
the religious rulers of His day that He 
consorted with sinners. He is defend- 
ing His manner of life by showing that 
He is acting as God acts. As the shep- 
herd sought the lost sheep, the woman 
the lost coin, and the father his lost 
son, so He sought out sinners for sal- 
vation and recovery. The description 
of the boy’s willfulness and degradation 
is simply the canvas on which the pic- 
ture of the love and kindness of God 
is painted. 

Notice how deeply the boy. had 
wounded his father. He made it quite 
clear that he cared little for his father, 
but much for what he could extract 
from his father. He flouted his father’s 
authority, abandoned his father’s service, 
and deserted his father’s home. In the 
far country he threw overboard the 
ideals which his father had taught him, 
and gave himself up to such behavior 
as must have broken the father’s heart; 
but all this did not cool the father’s 
love. The boy’s destitution, the result 
of his own folly and sin, only called out 
the father’s compassion; and when the 
young renegade dragged his weary way 
home to seek only a clean crust of 
bread, the father was ready to heap 
upon him the tokens of his undying af- 
fection. 

The forgiveness was complete, unlike 
David who only permitted Absalom to 
return to Jerusalem after the banish- 
ment brought about by the murder of 
his brother, but refused to see him (2 
Sam. 14:24). The father of the parable 
received the returning boy with the 
paternal embrace and many kisses, and 
immediately restored him to all the 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
7. November 18.—The Beatitudes. 
Matthew 4:23 to 5:20 


Next Week’s Lesson 


9. December 2.—Let Not Your Hearts 
Se IE gcd wc win s4eeeeedoens John 14 








privileges of sonship, while calling upon 
all his retinue to join in the festivity 
celebrating his boy’s home-coming. This 
could well be called our Lord’s pic- 
torial commentary on the great words 
of Micah the prophet, “Who is a God 
like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity?” 
(Mic. 7:18.) 


Outline of the Lesson 
1, Rebellion (Luke 15:12, 13) 
2. Retribution (vs. 14-16) 
8. Recovery (vs. 17-20a) 
4. Restoration (vs. 20b-24) 


Topics for Development 

Steps to Recovery. The significant 
statement is made concerning the prodi- 
gal son in the midst of his misery that 
“he came to himself.” The first indica- 
tion of recovery was the return of rea- 
son. In his willfulness and mad rush 
into sin, his reasoning powers had left 
him, but now he is able to make a com- 
parison between his own condition as 
a son of the household and the condition 
of the hired servants on his father’s es- 
tate. Next we see him coming to a true 
estimate of himself and of his deeds— 
"T have sinned ... and am no more 
worthy” (vs. 18, 19). 

We find the powers of determination 
coming into operation—“I will arise and 
go to my father” (v. 18). And these 
were not just words. It was true re- 
solve put into immediate action—“And 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT criticism was Christ answer- 
ing when He told the story of the 

Prodigal Son? 

2. How did Christ answer the criti- 
cism? 

3. What suggestion of the Trinity is seen 
in our Lord’s answer to the Pharisees? 

4. What is the chief purpose in the 
story of the Prodigal Son? 

5. What was the prodigal’s attitude to 
his father? 

6. What is the significance of the word 
“wasted” in verse 13? 

7. What were the “husks” mentioned 
in verse 16? 

8. What was the first mark of recov- 
ery in the prodigal? 

9. What part of his prepared speech 
did the prodigal not recite to his father? 

10. What feature of God’s forgiveness 
is presented in this parable? 

. (Answers on page 902) 
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he arose, and came to his father” (v. 
20). These are the marks of true re- 
pentance. This is the road by which 
sinners come back home. 


Forgiveness and the Cross. Many who 
reject the Atonement use the story of 
the Prodigal to support their position 
that God forgives the penitent simply 
out of the kindness of His heart without 
demanding expiation such as we claim 
was made at Calvary. Now it is true 
that no mention is made in the story of 
the Prodigal Son of the expiatory work 
of Christ, but we should remember that 
that was not the subject. Christ was 
answering criticism and He was making 
the point that He was acting as God 
acts in receiving sinners. In the light 
of the teaching of the New Testament 
we can see an allusion to the cross work 
of Christ in the parable of the shepherd 
going out after the Lost Sheep, but our 
chief answer is that we cannot take one 
portion and treat it as if it contained all 
the doctrine. This entire parable must 
be kept in relation to the whole subject 
of redemption which both in the Old 
Testament and the New Testament is 
based on atonement. 


Sinner or Backslider? Some insist that 
because the father-son relationship is 
referred to before the prodigal son goes 
off into the far country, the story must 
refer to a Christian who backslides and 
goes off into sin rather than to an un- 
Saved person. They point out that this 
younger son was enjoying the benefits 
of the household before he thus went 
astray while sinners are born sinners 
and actually begin in the far country. 
Personally, I think this is a case of try- 
ing to press the details of a parable too 
far. We should look for what the par- 
able is actually teaching, not for what 
we want to make it teach. I am sure 
that this beautiful story can be equally 
applied to sinners who have never 
known the Father and to sons who have 
wandered away into sin and forfeited 
the fellowship of the Father. For both 
of them a wonderful restoration awaits 
their repentance and turning to the 
Father. 


Practical Applications 

“Give me,” said the demanding youth, 
and went down to ruin. “Make me,” 
said the penitent sinner, and rose to 
honor. Which prayer are you offering? 

Are you interested in God simply for 
what you can get from Him, or do you 
love Him for Himself? 

No man is able to handle the resources 
of his own life successfully. To try it 
is the essence of rebellion, and ends in 
disaster. 

Sin is insanity. Repentance is a re- 
turn to sanity. 

There is no halfway forgiveness with 
God. “He will abundantly pardon” (Isa. 
55:7). On our part let there be no half- 
way repentance. 

As Christians we need to learn Christ’s 
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secret of receiving sinners (Luke 15:1) 
and yet being separate from them (Heb. 
7:26). 


Golden Text 
Psa. 103:10, 11.—“. .. not... after our 
sins ... For... great is his mercy...” 


If God did deal with us after our sins, 
how would He act? In judgment. But 
He has acted in mercy, providing a par- 
don through the blood of Jesus. Do we 
who have received mercy show mercy? 


ELMuurstT, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
* By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 
“Near to the Heart of God” 
“Come, Let Us Sing of a Wonderful Love” 

“I've Wandered Far Away From God” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our holy 
Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for the 
unforgettable picture of Thyself drawn 
for us by the Lord Jesus in the lesson 
we are to study. Open our eyes to all 
its wealth of meaning, and our hearts to 
Thee and Thy love. For all who today 
wander in the far country of sin we pray 
that they may be given repentance, may 
come to themselves, and return to Thee. 
Use the truth of the Gospel more and 
more to turn souls to Thyself, and make 
us alert to see how we may serve Thee 
in this work so dear to Thy heart. Bring 
Thy tender mercies to bear: upori the 
need of all sick and tried people. Guide 
us amid life’s perplexities. Forgive our 
sins and failures and set our affections 
more and more on things above, that we 
may rejoice to serve and obey Thee in 
all things, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Sometimes people 
who have gone far into sin ask, Will 
God receive me if I ask His mercy? The 
answer is here in the story of the Prodi- 
gal, and what a full and assuring an- 
swer it is! Here we not only find that 
God will not refuse to receive the re- 
pentant sinner, but we learn much more. 
We learn that God will fully and freely 
forgive. But that is not all. Here we 
learn that the Heavenly Father yearns 
to have the wanderer return. He is more 
anxious to receive us back into His fel- 
lowship ‘than we are to be taken back. 
“When he was yet a great way off, his 
father saw him,. . . and ran .. . and 
kissed him.” God waits and longs to 
receive all who will return to Him and 
give them the joy of being one of the 
family of God. 

A young man, son of a wealthy and 
godly father, had gone far into sin, much 
to the sorrow of his parents. At last 
prayer was answered and the youth for- 
sook his evil ways and companions, 
praying, “Lord, be merciful to me a sin- 
ner.” After pouring out his heart to 
God, the penitent turned to a minister 
present and said: “That ends a two years’ 
battle. I’ve never really been happy 
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because I knew all along that my mother 
and father were right. I knew God was 
wanting me to follow His Word. Often 
I recalled words my Sunday school 
teacher had said when he little thought 
I had even heard them. Especially I 





“A great way off, his father saw him”’ 
ng ONLY WAITS 


Ano FORGET 


thought of my father, his loyalty to 
Christ, and—what touched me most—his 
gentleness and patience with me when 
I was going wrong.” That earthly 
father’s gentleness and patience came 
from above, from the Father in Heaven. 
While any of us live in sin far from 
God, we wound the heart of a Heavenly 
Father who waits and yearns for us to 
come to ourselves and return to Him. 
Perhaps someone here now needs to con- 
fess, “I’ve wandered far away from God,” 
and then to say, “Now I’m coming home.” 


CALGARY, ALTA., CAN. 
we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 
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The Busy Men's Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 

. the younger son gathered all to- 
gether, and took his journey” (Luke 15: 
13).—Luke 15 is the “Lost and Found” 
chapter of the Bible; for in it we read 
of the 4ost and found sheep, the lost 
and found coin, and the lost and found 
son. 

The “Lost and Found” column in a 
newspaper holds an interest for me. It 
is amazing what things some persons 
lose. It is interesting to observe the 
honesty of persons in reporting their 
finds. 

Almost everyone has lost things of 
value—and found some such things; 
hence the chapter should be of uni- 
versal interest. 

For various reasons, the “Missing Per- 
sons” list is growing tremendously of 
late. It is sad enough when an article 
of great value is lost, but much worse 
when a person is lost in the same sense 
in which the prodigal was lost. 

Multitudes of people have taken “life, 
and breath, and all things” (Acts 17:25), 
which have been given to them by God, 
and have taken their journey into the 
far country. 

They do not all resort to “riotous liv- 
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ing”—as did our prodigal—but they live 
at a moral distance from, and in inde- 
pendence of God which is sin. The réal 
essence of sin is fulfilling one’s own will, 
instead of the Will of God (1 John 3:4). 


“Live your own life,” is the philosophy 
of the world; but the tenor of Scripture 
is, “Do not live your own life; live the 
life the Lord desires you to live!” 


“And when he had spent all, there 
arose a mighty famine...” (Luke 15: 
14).—Some folks will not consider their 
ways, nor the claims of God upon them, 
until they are in the throes of “a mighty 
famine.” When they have lost health, 
strength, substance, self-respect, friends, 
and hope, they come to their senses and 
reflect upon what might have been— 
and what might be! 

Such was the wretched plight of a 
prodigal son, who leaned against a tree 
in the vicinity of a camp meeting. The 
observant preacher spied him, and in 
due time approached him and asked if 
he did not want to embrace Christ as 
Lord and Saviour. The man in his des- 
perate want said he was thinking of it 
and should like to, but was utterly 
ashamed of his bare feet. 

The wise preacher said, “Come just 
as you are: I remember a young man 
with tattered robe and bare feet, who 
was poor and sad as you are, but he 
thought of his father’s house . where 
there was enough and to spare.” “Oh,” 
interrupted the young man, “That’s in 
the Bible.” “Yes, it is the prodigal com- 
ing home to his father, like you.” 

It was not long after that that the prodi- 
gal confessed, believed, was forgiven, 
and was reconciled to his father on 
earth, and by the Spirit of adoption 
cried, “Abba,” to his Father in Heaven 
(Gal. 4:4-7). 


“I will arise and go...and... say 
...I have sinned...” (Luke 15:18).— 
It is one thing for the wanderer to 
become deeply convicted of his condi- 
tion and need; it is another and better 
thing for him to arise and go and con- 
fess his sinfulness and unworthiness. 

Suiting his actions to his words, he 
soon saw a sight which must have moved 
him to the depths of his being. His 
loving and compassionate father saw 
him, and ran, and fell on his neck and 
kissed him! That father is the hero of 
this passage of Scripture! He pictures 
for us the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, of whom it is written, “Be- 
hold, what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should 
be called the sons of God” (1 John 3:1). 

It has often been pointed out that this 
is the only time the Father is presented 
in the Gospels as running. Judgment 
is His strange work, hence He is slow 
in executing judgment; but He runs to 
forgive, receive, kiss, and reveal His 
abundant provision for the -returning 
prodigal! 

With what delight the Father bestows 
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the best robe—“the righteousness of God 
which is by faith in Christ Jesus” (Isa. 
61:10; Rom. 3:22); and the ring—symbol 
of His everlasting love (Jer. 31:3); and 
the shoes—an altogether new standing 
before Him (Rom. 5:2; 1 Pet. 5:12). 


“He hath not dealt with us after our 
sins ...” (Psa. 103:10).—When the older 
son manifested his envy and displeasure 
at the father’s loving generosity. to the 
prodigal son, the father said, “We just 
had to make merry and to be happy, for 
this your brother was dead and he has 
come to life; he was lost and has been 
found” (Luke 15:32, Berkeley Version). 

“We just had tec,” there was no other 
way in which the father could reveal 
his joy and delight in the finding and 
quickening of his erring son. 

That is the picture ‘of the way the 
Lord deals with us. It is not according 
to our sins or our deserts, but accord- 
ing to the greatness of His love and pro- 
vision for us! 


Wawona, CALIF, 
bd 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, here we have what I 
like to call the world’s best short 
story. It was told by the Master Story- 
teller, and has a marvelously beautiful 
lesson in it. It is generally known by 
the title; “The Prodigal Son,” but I 
would rather call it, “Repentance, Con- 
fession, Forgiveness, and Restoration.” 
And note right here that Jesus did not 
call this young man a prodigal. Indeed, 
the word “prodigal” is not in the Bible, 
except in some editions it appears in the 
uninspired headings in the fifteenth 
chapter of Luke. The inspired text 
does not contain it. And I do not be- 
lieve that Jesus told the story primarily 
to condemn the young man, but rather 
to commend him for repenting and con- 
fessing when he fully realized his tragic 
mistake. This boy was bad enough, 
but he did not steal his father’s money. 
In a perfectly filial way, so far as the 
record goes, he asked his father to di- 
vide the inheritance and give him his 
share now, and his father gave it to him 
—no protest. The boy was evidently tired 
of the farm and wanted to see the big 
world outside. He had a _ wanderlust. 
Most boys some time between the ages of 
twelve and twenty-one have a wander- 
lust. I remember I had it, and went out 
from my little home town in Georgia 
to see the big world that was pictured 
in the magazines. With my parents’ re- 
luctant approval I went to Chicago and 
got a job, staying a whole year. And, 
believe me, I was glad to get back. 
Home had never before seemed so good 
and sweet as it did when I returned. 
Truly, “there’s no place like home.” 
And the record says, “Not many days 
after the younger son gathered all to- 
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gether, and took his journey into a far 
country, and there wasted his substance 
with riotous living.” Up to the time of 
leaving home he had simply acted un- 
wisely, and in leaving as he did he 
acted very foolishly, for it opened up to 
him new temptations and untried ex- 
periences. A green country youth with 
plenty of money, he had no better sense 
than to display it, which attracted false 
friends who led him into sin. Doubtless 
he gambled, drank liquor, and went with 
bad men and bad women; and when his 
money was all gone his false friends 
forsook him and “he began to be in 
want.” Penniless, hungry, and ragged, 
“no man gave unto him,” so he went out 
into the country and found a farmer 
who hired him to tend the hogs. ‘And as 
he watched them munching the slop 
“he would fain have filled his [poor, 
hungry] belly with the husks that the 
Swine did eat.” This boy who was a 
prince in his father’s house, was now 
sitting out with the hogs in a strange 
place—indeed, in a desert place. Lonely, 
conscience smitten, and hungry, he 
thought of home where even the serv- 
ants had more than enough—“and I per- 
ish with hunger!” Then he thought of 
his father and remembered how kind 
that father had always been to him, 
and he said something like this to him- 
self: “I have done very wrong, but I 
know my father will forgive me if I go 
back ,and confess my sin and beg his 
pardon. How many times he has for- 
given me when I have disobeyed him 
and abused his trust!” 

And now, fellows, here is the big event 
in the story (the big event in any life). 
He said, “I will arise and go to my 
father, tell him I’m sorry, and I know 
he will forgive me and take me back— 
yes, I know my father.” This was the 
turning point; he did not wait; he did 
not allow his pride to rob him, but “he 
arose and came to his father.” 

Recently we have been hearing the 
phrase, in connection with aviation, 
“The point of no return.” It is the point 
in an air flight over remote wastelands 
or sea, off the course, when fuel is so 
low it is not sufficient to return to the 
base, but the pilot must go on in the 
vain hope of a chance landing some- 
where! This boy might have gone on 
to the “point of no return,” but a wise 
decision brought him to action—now. 
The word “now” has a mew meaning to 
him, in sharp contrast to the “now” he 
used in leaving his father’s house. He 
arose and went back, 

Here Jesus shifts the story to the 
home and the father. I can see that 
dear old.man every day going up on the 
roof to look down over the road over 
which the boy would come, if he did 
return. He was longing for his lost boy 
—not the money, but the boy whom he 
loved. Doubtless he had heard of his 
son’s wild life (bad news gets back home 
very fast), but he was not blaming him 
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—just longing for him. Then one day 
he sees the bent and broken form of the 
wanderer, silhouetted against the sky on 
a distant rise in the road. The neigh- 
bors would not have recognized him, but 
the father did; and down the steps and 
out into the road he goes to meet him, 
throws his arms around a dirty neck, and 
kisses him on his unshaven cheek. The 
servants are watching with great inter- 
est. “Here,” he calls out to them, “kill 
the fatted calf.and roast it for a party— 
here tonight, a feast. Here, you boys 
get around to all the neighbors in reach 
and tell them to come to the supper. 
I’ll not let them think I have disinherited 
my boy—no, I’ll nip that scandal in the 
bud—tonight.” “And they began to be 
merry.” 

Fellows, I believe Jesus told that story 
for two purposes. First, to commend 
the boy for repenting, confessing, and 
asking forgiveness; and next, to show 
the Heavenly Father’s forgiving love. 
“All have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God” (Rom, 3:23). And the 
sinner who is wise will turn his face 
to the Father before he reaches “the 
point of no return.” 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


EFORE we pass out the “Salvation” 

cards this morning, I am going to 
ask you the first five questions. When 
I read a question, put up your hand if 
you know the answer. Good! Most of 
you knew every verse. Now, Beverly, 
we want the story of “The Man Who 
Could Not Move.” As she told her story, 
Beverly repeated the verse, “Him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out,” 
so many times, I think you all know it. 
Am I right? That was a fine thing to 
do, Beverly. Every time you repeat the 
memory verse in a story, without “drag- 
ging it in,” you help fix it in the minds 
of your listeners. Now who will tell the 
story, “Just Going To,” next time? 
Thank you, Connie. 

Today we have the story of the Prodi- 
gal Son. As we read it, I want each of 
you to watch for a different thing and 
then report on it after we finish read- 
ing. If you volunteer to tell about a 
person, then watch all he said and did, 
and see if you can tell from that what 
sort of person he was. If you volunteer 
to report on a certain word, then notice 
how many times it occurs, and see if 
you can find:the reason for it. As I 
name the topics, please say the one you 
will take: (1) The Father, (2) The 
Older Son, (3) The Younger Son, (4) 
The Owner of the Pigs, (5) The Serv- 
ants, (6) Watch for the word all, (7) 
Watch for the word began. Now we'll 
read Luke 15:11-32 without stopping. 


Are you ready with Report 1? 
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Report 1.—“The father ran to meet the 
prodigal when he came home. He hug- 
ged and kissed him. Then he told the 
servants to bring him a robe and shoes 
and a ring. Then he ordererd a feast 
to celebrate. This shows he was kind 
and forgiving.” Indeed he was. Surely 
the father is a type of our God! 


Report 2.—“The older:son did not run 
away, but when his prodigal brother 
came home, he was angry because his 
father made a feast for him. I think 
he was jealous.” You are right. How- 
ever, he had obeyed his father and 
worked on the place while his brother 
was living wickedly. It didn’t seem right 
to him that the prodigal should get more 
than he. He should have rejoiced in 
his brother’s return, knowing well that 
his father would be fair to him. 

Report 3.—“The younger son asked his 
father to give him his share of the fam- 
ily money right away. When he got it 
he wasted it in a far country. After his 
money was gone, there was a famine 
and he had to take a job feeding pigs. 
The pay was so poor he never got 
enough to eat. Then he remembered how 
well fed his father’s servants were, so 
he decided to go home, and ask his 
father for a job, since he didn’t de- 
serve to be his son any more. The story 
shows that the younger son was selfish 
and wild.” Very true. But he repented 
at last. 

Report 4.—“The owner of the pigs was 
mean. He gave the prodigal unpleasant 
work and poor pay.” That’s true. I 
believe he is a type of the Devil. 


Report 5—‘“The servants obeyed 
promptly. They brought the things 
the father told them to bring, and they 
prepared the feast. I think they were 
good servants.” You are right. Notice 
something else about the servants. It 
was contrasting the condition of his 
father’s servants with his own condition, 
as he fed the pigs, that made the prodi- 
gal return home. If we let others see 
how satisfied we are serving the Lord, 
perhaps more people would leave the 
service of the Devil and join us. 


Report 6.—“The younger son took all 
that he had when he left home and 
wasted it all. In verse 31 the father said 
to the older son, ‘All that I have is 
thine.’” Good. Although the prodigal 
was welcomed home as if he had never 
left, he did not get back his squandered 
inheritance. All that the father had now 
was for the older son. The father was 
righteous as well as loving. When we 
wander from the Lord, He always wel- 
comes us back, but each time we lose 
something we can never regain. 

Report 7.—“After the prodigal wasted 
his money he began to be in want. After 
he came home they had a great feast 
and began to be merry.” True. Those 
who turn away from God begin a life 
of trouble and never will be happy un- 
til they return to Him. When someone 
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comes to the Lord joy begins in Heaven 
and never stops. 





-_ 

The book we are using this quarter, “Saved 
on Monday” (50c), and the Scripture Cate- 
chism Card, ‘‘Salvation” (20c a doz.), may be 
ordered from V. D. Gunderson, Ferndale, 
Wash. 
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Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Mr. Smith has illustrated four of his 
books with Little Jetts: 

“The Little Jetts Bible” 
tament). 

“The Little Jetts New Testament.” 

“The Little Jetts Youth Talks.” 

“The Pilgrim's Progress,” rewritten, 
simplified, and abbreviated for young 
people. 

The price for each book is $2, post- 
paid. 

May be ordered from Wade C. 
Smith, Weaverville, N. C. 

(A special etching on the fiyleaf 
with autograph of the author if re- 
quested.) 


(Old Tes- 
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For Junior Teachers 
- By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
The Forgiving Father 
(Luke 15:1-13, 17, 18, 20) 


ERE are two word pictures of a 
young fellow about the age of your 
high school brother. Number One is 
dressed in fine clothes, He has plenty 
of money—all his, to use just as he 
wants. He can go anywhere he wants, 
and do just what he wants. No more 
hard work on the old farm; no more 
of his father’s strict rules! Off for a 
distant country and a good time! 
Number Two slouches in dirty old 
clothes. He has no money or food 
though he has been helping feed the 
hogs. It is hard times and nobody will 
give him anything, not even the pods 
that are fed the hogs! He is homesick. 
Even the hired men at home had more 
than enough to eat! He is ashamed of 
himself and the wrong things he has 
done. What a disgrace he is! 


Which of these two fellows would you 
called blessed? Which would be blessed 
by the Lord’s rules? Which ones of the 
Lord’s blesseds in the Beatitudes fit him? 
Both of these pictures, as you may have 
guessed, are of the same fellow at differ- 
ent times. You know what he did, do 
you not? What happened when he 
reached home? Suppose Father had 
turned him out as he deserved! 

Boys and girls, the Lord told this story 
to show people we have a Father like that 
in Heaven. Surely no one is as blessed 
as a Christian! “There is joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over one 
Sinner that repenteth” (Luke 15:10, 
Memory Verse). We get so stubborn or 
independent or disobedient to our 
earthly parents sometimes! We are a 
long way in heart from them even 
though we live in the same house and 
not in a foreign country. That young 
fellow confessed to his,dad that he had 
done wrong both agafhst Heaven and 
to his father. Do we, when we disobey 
our parents? 

Do you know the common name for 
this story of the wasteful son and the 
forgiving father? The Prodigal Son. It 
is one of the most famous stories in the 
world. Let us read it in Luke 15:11-32 
as the Lord told it. 

Let us imagine the boy, after he got 
home, getting out the Bible to read the 
precious words he had so often scorned 
when he was there before. First, let us. 
say he wanted to find the promise that 
his sin of wanting to have his own way 
was put on Someone else to be punished. 
Find it for him. First the chapter. Then 
skim along to find the verse you think 
he may have been thinking of. (Isa. 53: 
4, 5, or 6.) 
thinking of the distant land he had vis- 
ited: its great mountains and mighty 
rivers, beautiful but so different from 


Then perhaps he got to- 
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the meadows and hills of his sunny 
homeland, And God had made them all! 
(Gen. 1:1.) Then he read again the Ten 
Commandments, and especially the one 
about his father. (Exod. 20:12.) Next 
he wanted to read the words they had 
always said at.morning prayers, and he 
made again a promise to love the Lord 
with all his heart. (Deut. 65.) He 
thought of what he should now do to 
please the Lord. (Mic. 6:8.) Then there 
was the sweet promise of the Lord’s 
shepherding care, ‘which ended with, 
“Surely goodness and mercy shall fol- 
low me” Psa. 23). 

He did not have the Beatitudes in his 
Bible, but you find one you think he 
would like to read (Matt. 5:3, 4, 5, or 6). 
Now find his own story and the joybells- 
in-Heaven verse. (Luke 15:10ff. Also v. 
7.) I’m quite sure he must have had 
many of these verses stored away in his 
heart, as I hope you have. 


Orono, MAINE. 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Never Too Far Down.—For as the 
heaven is high above the earth, so great 
is his mercy toward them that fear him 
(Psa. 103:11, Golden Text). When Dr. 
J. H. Jowett was making one of his 
crossings to America, an officer of the 
ship told him one day that they had just 
crossed over the spot where the Titanic 
went down. “And I thought,” he wrote 
later, “of all that life and wreckage be- 
yond the power of man to recover and 
redeem. I thought of the great bed of 
the deep sea, with all its held treasure, 
too far down for man to reach and re- 
store. Too far down! And then I 
thought of all the human wreckage en- 
gulfed and sunk in the oceanic depths 
of nameless sin. Too far gone! For 
what? Not too far down for the love 
of God. Listen to this: ‘If I make my 
bed in hell, thou art there.’ ‘Where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound.’ 
‘He bore dur sin,’ He got beneath it; and 
there is no human wreckage lying in 
the ooze of the deepest sea of iniquity 
that His love cannot reach and redeem. 
What a Gospel! However far down, 
God’s love can get beneath it.”—From 
the Methodist Recorder. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Going Which Way?—And took his 
journey into a far country (Luke 15:13). 
A little girl went home from church 
one Sunday full of what she had seen 
and heard. A day or so afterward, when 
talking with her father who was not a 
godly man, she said suddenly, “Father, 
do you ever pray?” He did not like the 
question, and in a very angry manner 
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asked her, “Is it your mother or aunt 
who has put you up to all this?” “No, 
Father,” said the child, “the preacher 
said all good people pray, and those who 
don’t pray can’t be saved. Father, do 
you pray?” This was more than the man 
could stand, and in ‘a rough way he said, 
“Well, your mother and your aunt may 
go your way and I will go mine.” 
“Father,” asked the little girl, “which 
way are yOu going?” The question 
pierced his heart. It flashed upon him 
that he was in the way of death. He 
started from his chair, burst into tears, 
and began to cry for mercy. Which way 
are you going?—From the Revivalist. 
Sent by the Rev. Norman Hillyer, 
Crouch Hill, London, Eng. 


The Two “Begans.”—He began to be 
in want, ... They began to be merry 
(Luke 15:14, 24). Misery is unending 
outside the Father’s house; joy is un- 
ending when the prodigal is back inside 
of it. Have you ever noticed the two 
“begans” in this chapter? When the 
wandering boy had come to the end of 
his row in the far country “he began to 
be in want.” This dreadful beginning for 
prodigal sons will not end even at death, 
if there is no repentance. On the other 
hand, there is no cessation to the music 
and the singing in the Father’s house 
over one sinner that repenteth. When 
the son was safely back home “they 
began to be merry.” In His presence is 
fullness of joy—in His abiding presence 
in the earthly temple of the body now, 
and in the glory of His presence that 
makes the sun needless in the Temple 
above.—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


Trying To Do Their Own Houseclean- 
ing.—And he arose, and came to his 
father (Luke 15:20). “Margaret!” My 
husband’s voice was almost sharp in 
reprimand when he came home and 
caught me straightening rooms and 
emptying baskets. “You know you are 
supposed to be in bed!” “I know, I 
know,” I confessed guiltily. Doctor’s 
orders were that I lie flat on my back 
for several weeks until the sciatic pain 
had completely subsided. “I told you 
a group of women from the parish of- 
fered to clean for us tomorrow,” my hus- 
band continued. I knew that! Why did 
he think I was getting things in order? 
“That’s just it,” I told him. “I can’t let 
those women see all this dirt!” My 
preacher husband laughed heartily. Then 
he became serious. “Say, you’re like a 
lot of sinners I know. They want for- 
giveness, but they try to do their own 
housecleaning first. They want to re- 
form ‘a little on their own—then some 
day they plan to. come to Him. They 
forget that He wants us ‘Just as I am, 
without one plea.’”—From Church Her- 
ald. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, 
Kans. Prize illustration. 














Lesson for November 25 


Begging—but Rich.—His father saw 
him, and had compassion, and ran, and 
fell on his neck, and kissed him (Luke 
15:20). In one of Dr. J. Wilbur Chap- 
man’s meetings a man arose to give the 
following remarkable testimony: “I got 
off at the Pennsylvania depot as a tramp, 
and for a year I begged on the streets 
for a living. One day I touched a man 
on the shoulder and said, ‘Mister, please 
give me a dime.’ As soon as I saw his 
face, I recognized my father. ‘Father, 
don’t you know me?’ I asked. Throw- 
ing his arms around me, he cried, ‘I have 
found you; all I have is yours.’ Men, 
think of it, that I, a tramp, stood beg- 
ging my father for ten cents, when for 
eighteen years he had been looking for 
me to give me all he was worth!” So 
the Heavenly Father is waiting for you. 
Why not receive the unsearchable riches 
in Christ now?—From Moody Monthly. 
Sert by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans.; 
and B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


Just-as-if-I’'d Never Sinned.—But the 
father said . . . this my son (Luke 15: 
22, 24). During the Civil War someone 
said to Lincoln, “What are you going to 
do with these Southerners when you 
have beaten them and they come back 
into the’ Union?” Lincoln said, “I am 
going to treat them as if they had never 
been away.”—From William Ewen, 
Tarfside, Brechin, Scotland. 


A Father’s Joy.—For this my son was 
dead, and is alive again; he was lost, 
and is found (Luke 15:24). Bruce 
Crozier, seven years old, wandered away 
from his father’s hunting camp and was 
lost for six days in rugged mountainous 
country sixty miles south of Winslow, 
Ariz. After six days and nights with 
scarcely any food, insufficient water, and 
with freezing temperatures at night, he 
was finally found thirty-two miles away 
on a straight line. Bruce’s mother, who 
rushed from Winslow to meet him, 
clasped him in her arms, exclaiming, 
“It’s almost impossible to believe I have 
my baby back,” and then she fainted. 
The father, who had remained at the 
camp from which nearly a thousand 
searchers had operated, was notified by 
forest-service telephone. Haggard and 
worn, he reached the boy’s bedside 
about ten at night. As a result of the 
superabounding jdy of having his son 
again, he, too, collapsed as had Mrs. 
Crozier two hours before. It is easy to 
imagine their great happiness, for that 
is parental and earthly; but there is a 
joy over the lost being found which is 
not so easily imagined, for it is heavenly 
and celestial—“joy in the presende of 
the angels of God over one sinner that 
repenteth.”—From Now. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


tk 


I will never shrink from declaring my 
belief that there are no “spiritual gains 
without pains.”—J. C. Ryle. 
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YOU HAVE $300, 


$900 or $1,000? 





This will interest YOU... 


Our field representatives meet Christian men 
and women quite frequently who are looking 
for places to invest their money. Most of them 
need a return on their savings. 


Some are considering investments in stocks. 
But because of their limited knowledge of 
stocks and bonds, they are reluctant to buy. 
Others hesitate because of market fluctua- 
tions, uncertainty of dividends, etc. , 


And some tell us of disappointing experi- 
ences on their investments. 


Without exception, all are looking for 
security ...a guarantee that they will be as- 
sured of a generous income. Something they 
can count on as long as they live ...in good 
times or bad... regardless of whether the 
stock market is up or down. 


But they’re interested in something else, 
too. 


You should see their faces light up... 
when we tell them about the DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 
provided by Moody Annuities. When we tell 
them that Moody Annuities assure them of a 
geherous, guaranteed income as long as they 
live (up to 84% depending on their age) 
..- plus a share in the Lord’s work . . . they're 
overjoyed! 


And when we tell them that every annuity 
is backed by all the resources of Moody Bible 
Institute, and that MBI has never missed a 
single payment in almost 50 ‘years... they 
are convinced that it’s the plan for them! 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE 
‘DOUBLE DIVIDENDS ON YOUR MONEY? 


We'll be happy to send you the Free booklet, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which 
explains the Moody Annuity Plan in detail. Contains a chart showing 
income rates for all ages, explains tax benefits and tells you all about 
the many ministries of Moody Bible Institute in which you'll have 
a share. 

CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 





0) Please send me, without obligation, povstz pivienns, story of Moody Annuity 
Plan. 


0) Please send folder, Where There’s a Will, relating to stewardship. 


Write: Carl J. Frizen, Stewardship Department Dept. S-56-31-1 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois 








Name Age. 
Address__ 
City__ Zone. State 
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FOR RENT TO CHRISTIANS 


Central Florida—Furnished—Lake front apartment. 
Write Adv. 780, The Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 
13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 








THE CENTRAL 
AMERICAN MISSION 
MOVES 


FORWARD 





NEW PROJECTS: LOCATION: 

e Publications Center Guatemala 

@ Radio Station Salvador 

e Bible Institute Mexico 

e Evangelistic Center Panama 

@ Boy's School Honduras 

@ Clinic Honduras 
Your prayers, help, and talents are ded 


Write Dept. SS-I!. 








THE CENTRAL AMERICAN MISSION 


3611 Congress Ave., Dallas 19, Texas 








When answering advertisements, please men- 
tion The Sunday School Timés as reference. 





Why Prayer for Southern Negroes Gets 
Results and Wins Reward 


* Because southern Negroes are searching 
for God more diligently. 

* Because southern Negroes are quick to 
respond to the Word. s 

* Because the Gospel has less opposition 
among southern Negroes. 

* Because in this day of tension God wants 
His people to show helpfulness toward 
this underprivileged group. 

* Because Carver Bible Institute is reaching 
thousands daily through its printed 
page. its correspondence Bible lessons, 
its day school and its night school. Its 
trained graduates are bringing a new 
message of life through Christ to hun- 
dreds of rural churches. Your help is 
greatly needed at this time. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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, For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


PASTOR friend made a very inter- 

esting observation of this fifteenth 
chapter of Luke. He said that in the 
three parables, the first one emphasizes 
the seeking Shepherd (the Lord Jesus 
Himself). The second one shows the 
persistence of the woman in hunting her 
coin (typical of the persistent ministry 
of the Holy Spirit). The third parable 
concerns itself with the forgiving Father 
(God, the Heavenly Father). While you 
will, of course, tell much about the son 
who was lost, let your main emphasis 
point to’ the loving, tender, forgiving 
Father. 

A simple object lesson may be woven 
into this story. A teacher friend sug- 
gested using two little jackets; the first 
one early in the story, the other one at 
the end of the story. 

(1) A sleeveless, torn, dirty jacket 
with objects in the pocket typical of his 
“riotous living” (v. 13): a whisky bottle 
(small replicas are available in dime 
stores); dice; playing cards; an empty 
pocketbook. Handle these loathsome 
items with disdain so that the children 
will come to understand the vile conse- 
quences of sin. (This writer has seen a 
five-year-old drink liquor in a Southern 
restaurant. We have seen Primary-aged 
boys gambling on the city streets. You 
have doubtless seen many busy with 
playing cards. While we do not know 
exactly how the prodigal son wasted his 
substance in the long ago, we do know 
that many, many lost boys today are 
wasting theirs on these things. (2) The 
other jacket should be more like a robe 
(v. 22). In the pockets there will be the 
ring and the shoes, This is your oppor- 
tunity, Teacher, to paint beautiful word 
pictures of the loving, forgiving Father. 





When the Lord Jesus was on earth, 
He often talked with sinners and even 
ate with them on occasion! Some seem- 
ingly religious people (the Pharisees) 








HEBREW 








nean world. 


Hebrew Christian Family of 
Israel in dire need 


The Israeli family pictured suffered sorely. : 
baptism the father was stoned by fanatics and hit severely in 
the head. He has suffered since from epileptic attacks and 
for this reason is not able to do heavy work when he can get 
it. Hebrew Christians are discriminated against. 

CARE packages and clothing help meet the need but money 
for rent, medicine, supplies and caring for minor children in 
mission schools is increasingly needed. 

Your gifts and fellowship invited as well as your prayers 
which naturally follow contributions for “where your treasure 
is there will your heart be also.” 


CHRISTIANS IN ISRAEL PLEAD FOR AID 


sy Spiritual and material wants are urgent and overpowering. 
Missionaries and pastors tell harrowing tales of misery and 
sorrow. Aid and comfort is needed in Israel, in Poland un- 
der the grip of Communism, and throughout the Mediterra- 


Shortly after his 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
Rer. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


maid.. «2 


5630-T North Campbell Avenue, Chicago 45, Illinois 





Canada 
91-T Bellevue Avenue, Toronto, Canada 
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who hated the Lord Jesus hated Him 
still more because he spent time with 
sinners. Once, to show them how dearly 
God loves sinners, He told them this 
story: 

A certain man had two sons. One 
day the younger one said: “Some of 
the money which you now have, you 
will some day give to me. Give it to 
me now instead of making me wait for 
it.” Apparently his father and mother 
immediately counted out the money and 
gave him his share. A few days later 
they watched him pack up all his be- 
longings. He was leaving home! It did 
not matter to him that he was breaking 
his parents’ hearts. Off he went. 

He landed far away from home. He 
spent his money. He bought everything 
he wanted. He squandered (threw 
away) all that his father had given him. 
He lived riotously (lawlessly, disor- 
derly). He went with bad people. He 
did wrong things. He saw sinful things. 
He sinned dreadfully. 

Then a famine came. No one could 
buy food. The only ones who could 
eat were those who had saved up some 
food from the last harvest. The boy had 
nothing to eat. His money was gone. 
He had no friends. He tried to get work 
to do. And do you know what? The 
only job he could get was that of feed- 
ing pigs! And in those long ago days, 
the worst thing in all the world that a 
Jewish man could do, was to feed the 
pigs. But that’s what he had to do. 
Still he had nothing to eat, though he 
wished that he could eat the husks that 
were given to the pigs! 

But finally that boy came to himself. 
He thought (perhaps for the first time) 
about home. He thought of his father 
and mother. He remembered the serv- 
ants that his father had. He said to 
himself, “My father’s servants have more 
than enough to eat. And here I am 
starving to death. I shall go home and 
ask my father if I may be his servant.” 
And that is just what he did! But even 
before he got all the way home his 
father saw him coming. He rushed 
out to greet him, gave him a new robe, 
a lovely ring, new shoes, and had a de- 
licious meal prepared for him. How 
happy that father was to hear his son 
ask his forgiveness! How happy he was 
to forgive him! What a loving, tender, 
forgiving Heavenly Father we have! 

LANCASTER, PA. 

PS 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 896) 

1. That He received sinners and ate 
with them (v, 2). 

2. By means of a triad of parables, 
which are really one—the Lost Sheep, 
the Lost Coin, and the’ Lost Son. 

3. The shepherd suggests the work of 
the Son, the woman the work of the 
Holy Spirit, and the father the work 
of God the Father. 
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Lesson for November 25 


4. To present the divine forgiveness— WIN A CHILD— WIN A LIFE! 


the Father receiving sinners. : ‘ P 
=m Reaching public school children 
5. He cared more for the goods than f through Bible Memory Plan, Bible 
for his father. Clubs, Camps, Radio, Correspond- 


6. If signifies “scattered abroad.” | ence Lessons. 
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An Ideal Christmas Gift! 
ADVENTURES WITH THE KRUS 
IN WEST AFRICA 
By Rev. and Mrs. Walter B. Williams 


++» @ veritable epic of adventure and courage .. . 
marvelous victories of faith and answers to prayer.” 


7. The pods of the carob trees. YOU may help — write today! 
CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 


8. A return of reason. Box 1137 Lakeland. Florid 


9. “Make me as one of thy hired serv- 
ants.” 


10. Its completeness, 


EL_mMuurst, ILL. 
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Children 1 at Home 


Ben Ed and the “2” 
By Carol E. Miller 


HROUGH the window Ben Ed 

watched a gray squirrel playing 
round and round the trunk of a tree. 
He turned his head, and there was Sally 
Lane across the aisle, busy as busy could 
be. 

“Sally certainly works hard,” thought 
Ben Ed, and he grinned to himself as 
he watched her. She couldn’t have 
seen the squirrel, for she wasn’t taking 
any time to look around. Her arith- 
metic book was open and her writing 
covered most of a sheet of paper. 

Suddenly Ben Ed remembered! He 
was supposed to be doing his arithmetic, 
too. And just as though he hadn’t re- 
membered, Miss Jones came to his desk 
to remind him. “Benjamin,” she said, 
“you'll never finish your arithmetic if 
you don’t get started. The other children 
are almost through.” 

After what seemed a very, very long 
time to Ben Ed, he had copied and 
added all the numbers Miss Jones had 
assigned. “Adding isn’t so bad, after all, 
once you get started,” he said to him- 
self. “And it’s very nice, once you 
get finished.” 

Miss Jones came to check his paper. 
Most of the answers were right. But 
Miss Jones put a big red mark beside 
this one. 

27 
38 
15 


60 


“It’s wrong,” she said. “You forgot to 
carry your ‘2.’” 

The next day when arithmetic time 
came, Ben Ed had already decided that 
he would do his work quickly and well. 
After all, Miss Jones was doing her best 
to teach him things, and he really ought 
to co-operate. 

The very first number he copied was 
72. As soon as he had written it he be- 
gan to search for something in his desk. 
Now Ben Ed’s desk was not exactly an 
easy place in which to find things. Miss 
Jones often reminded him to clean it, 
and sometimes he did, but it never 
stayed neat for very long. 











From a review in The Sunday School Times. 
(Published by the Vantage Press, New York) 


Order from your bookstore - - $2.95 





gift ideas 


SING-A-BIBLE STORY. A grand new gift 
for the “small fry.” Twelve Bible pictures 
and twelve action songs . . . full color 
throughout. Shiny Kromekote cover... 
inexpensive, too. Ideal for parents and 
teachers to give. 


No. 3161..... eccceccccccccocs 50c, 


ACTION STORIES TO MAKE. A fascinat- 
ing new project activity! Bible pictures 
and companion present-day pictures to 
color and assemble. Two-way action 
story as tab is pulled out from picture. 
Children love them. ...... 10 for $3.00 
No. 2461, Book 1... . Early Life of Jesus 
No. 2462, Book 2. . . Jesus’ Ministry and 

Resurrection 


FOLD-UP STORYBOOKS. Two delightful 
books with brightly colored pictures and 
flaps that lift up to show what's goin 
on “inside.” Each has brief stories onl 
prayer. 

No. 2922. House Full of Prayers. . $1.00 
No. 2707. Ark Full of Animals. . .$1.00 


FOUR NEW GIFT BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 
Colorful! Illustrated! Inexpensive! Ideal 
for home or class giving. Size, 5x7 
inches, 16 pages........... Each, 15¢. 


For smaller children 


For older children 
Ne. 2007........ Prayers for Children 
Fe BEN can sce ieses Loving God 
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De Luxe BIBLE STORY BOOKS 


Here are two books of Bible stories chil- 
dren will read over and over again. E 
has 44 stories and full-page Bible pic- 
tures in bright color....... Each $1.95 
No. 2735. Bible Stories About Jesus 
No. 2736. Bible Stories for Little Folk 


BIBLE STORIES READERS. De luxe books 
for every child's library. Best-loved Bi- 
ble stories; Biblical art and modern full- 
color drawings. Book One (under 6 yrs.), 


Book Two (6 yrs.), Book Three (7 yrs.), 
Book Four (8 yrs.), Book Five (9 yrs.). 
Price, each 2... cece eee ee $1.50 


rit ae Molt ae siele) 4 tiela-Mel sg 


STANDARD PUBLISHING 


Cincinnati 31, Ohio 


Peng ee 
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SCOFIELD BIBLES 


Write for our complete listing of Scofield, Pil- 
grim, and Oxford Bibles. Catalog sent free 
of charge. Full line of Christian books. 


SCRIPTURE TRUTH BOOK COMPANY 
Box 6007, Melrose Station 
Roanoke, Virginia 
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4 Send for free catalog of 
S. Ss. Supplies Sunday school and church 
supplies. Also Bibles, books, and gifts. THE THOMAS 
COMPANY, Dept. P-1, 303 Race St., Cambridge, Md. 
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“CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 


BUILDER NO. 9 
32 pages of graded 
fecitations, exercises, readings, 
plays, songs for 
Sunday school ¢ 35¢ a copy 


PUBLISHING CO, 
Kansas City 41, Mo. 






Cevoccerooeees, 








| Heart-touching 124-page Moody book 
F g MUSINGS OF A MOTHER free with 

one-year $3 subscription to MY CHUM 
story magazine 4-14; or free with $3 subscription to 
THE CHRISTIAN PARENT, famous for children’s 
Bible story devotions, many other parent helps. 





THE CHRISTIAN PARENT 
Box SS Highland, Illinois 





EASY QUICK 


EARNINGS 





The Christian Way 


i Pastors, Teachers, Christian Workers 
} —both men and women—can enjoy 
part or full time, steady earnings 
working in a most dignified Christian 
way—your own community or enjoy 
travel. Endorsed by ALL Protestant 
groups ... NO COMPETITION. Many 
full time people make $10,000.00 to 
$15,000.00 a year. 


A rewarding lifetime career offered 
by a company 34 years old. Write 
fully to Mr. Paul van Antwerpen, 
Room 601-T, 1018 So. Wabash Ave., 
Chicago 5, Illinois. 








. A minister writes, ‘GOD answered 
my PRAYER and showed me how to earn 


$3600.00 first year working only spare 
time.” 
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At last Ben Ed found his scissors be- 
neath everything in the farthest corner. 
He snipped a bit out of his arithmetic 
paper and dropped his scissors back in 
his desk. Then he slipped quietly out 
of his seat and began to walk around. 
Carefully he watched the tiny bit of 
paper in his hand. 

The other children began to watch Ben 
Ed. Even Sally stopped her work to 
wonder what he was doing. No one 
knew what he had in his hand, and 
everyone was curious. 

Miss Jones looked up from her work. 
“Where are you going, Benjamin?” she 
asked. 

“Nowhere in particular,” he answered. 

Miss Jones looked stern. “Well, 
then, what are you doing?” 

“Well, you see, Miss Jones,” Ben Ed 
replied, “I got a big red mark on my 
paper yesterday. I want to do better 
today, so I’m not forgetting to carry my 
py ” 

Ben Ed was certainly willing to do 
whatever his teacher said. But often he 
didn’t listen very well when she ex- 
plained things. That’s why he didn’t 
know how to “carry.” 

Some people are very much like Ben 
Ed. They say they are willing to obey 
the Lord, but they never listen to what 
He says. 

You would like to listen to Him, 
wouldn’t you? Then be sure, very sure, 
to listen whenever your Sunday school 
teacher or anyone else reads the Bible. 
For God talks to you in the words of 
the Bible. 

If you can read this story by yourself, 
you can read well enough to read from 
the Bible. You can listen to what God 
says by reading the Bible every day. 
Then you won’t make the same kind of 
mistake that Ben Ed did. 


WISCONSIN Rapips, WIs. 


ye 
Freedom in the Apostolic Church 
(Continued from page 891) 


sured by Christ experience a renewal or 
revival? Possibly some of them may 
have been revived. It would have been 
natural that the dying testimony of 
Polycarp, who was pastor of a Smyrna 
church, should have exercised an awak- 
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ening influence on the Ephesian church 
located not so many miles away. He 
may with his dying testimony have re- 
kindled the dying flame of love to Christ 
in that church. 

The evangelistic activities of the Phil- 
adelphia church may have had the same 
influence over the churches of Perga- 
mos and Sardis that the evangelical mis- 
sionary churches of today exercise over 
the Roman Catholic Church in Latin 
America and southern Europe. 

But what of Laodicea, which had sub- 
stituted the worship of mammon? Did 
that church hear the knock on the 
church door, and the divine voice ten- 
derly calling for readmittance? Or were 
this knock and voice drowned in the din 
of social hilarity or in listening to ar- 
tistic singing and dramatic performances 
on the church platform? 

Church history gives a dark picture 
of the fate of the Asian churches to 
which Christ’s Patmos letters were ad- 
dressed. The emperor worship of Per- 
gamos developed into pope worship (or 
patriarchal veneration) and the Diana 
worship, which perhaps through Jezebel 
crept into the apostolic churches, was 
later “christianized” by virgin worship. 
The gold of the church became of so 
great value that salvation came to be 
dependent on it. Finally Mohammed’s 
sword cut the church from its ecclesias- 
tical Head, crushing its images and con- 
fiscating its gold. 

Would that not only the Laodicean 
church, but other churches throughout 
the first centuries of the Christian Era 
had bought the gold Christ offered them 
—the faith more precious than gold, the 
living faith disentangled from alliances 
with the world and Satan, in life and 
worship! For had they obeyed His 
voice, permitting His re-entry as ruler 
and venerated Head, they would have 
kept their spiritual treasures, and with 
them the greatest treasure of all, spir- 
itual liberty. For spiritual liberty is 
more precious than national liberty, or 
even religious liberty in a country. Pos- 
sessing true liberty the Christian is free 
indeed; without it he is still in bondage. 

The lukewarm climate of the Laodi- 
cean church was an autumn chill which 
grew into winter frost in Christendom. 
Like tropical seeds in arctic soil, the 
flowers of spiritual freedom ‘with its 
sweet savor of Christ lay buried in 
sterility. In some places they were 
cultivated in God’s “hothouses” of cata- 
combs, prisons, underground cellars, 
during the dark ages. They were secret 
trysting places of God with His loved 
ones. 

The glacier period in church history 
came to an end in Reformation spring- 
time and the subsequent summer of 
spiritual revival movements around the 
world. 

Now much of the Christian Church in 
the western world is in the grip of a 
cold wave which is freezing it into in- 
articulate ceremonialism. True Chris- 


















Lesson for November 25 


tians everywhere are praying, “Turn 
again our captivity, O Lord, as the 
streams in the south” (Psa. 126:4). With 
Elijah on the top of Carmel, let us be 
persistent in prayer until showers of 
blessings are falling. Then the garden 
of God will again bloom. 
(To be continued) 
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The Blessing of Bible Memorizing 
By George T. B. Davis 


T IS practically impossible to over- 
estimate the marvelous blessing that 

comes from memorizing the Word of 
God. 

The 1957 booklet of the Bible Success 
Band has a beautiful cover picture 
showing Bethlehem and the field of the 
shepherds and springtime wild flowers. 
The booklet contains a helpful verse of 
Scripture for each day of the coming 
year. The verses are to be memorized 
if possible, or to be read again and again. 
The booklets make ideal Christmas re- 
membrances for Sunday school and Bible 
classes for young and old. 

A lady who received one of these 
Bible Success Band booklets from her 
Sunday school teacher writes: “It has 
been a marvelous blessing to me to 
memorize these Scripture verses. They 
have enriched my life greatly.” 

In addition to these Scripture verses, 
the Band booklet contains an inspiring 
message by the late Dr. James M. Gray, 
former president of the Moody Bible 
Institute, on the wondrous blessing that 
comes from believing and obeying God’s 
Word. He says: “Some good people 
think that the prosperity and success 
promised in Joshua 1:8 [the motto of 
the Bible Success Band] are to be real- 
ized only afar off, or in some shadowy 
way in Heaven. But this is atheism, 
though it is not meant to be. The first 
promise that ever gripped the writer as 
a youth was Proverbs 3:6: ‘In all thy 
ways acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct thy paths.’ It was staggering. It 
could not possibly mean what it said. 
I went around it as a kitten does its first 
saucer of milk. By and by I tasted it; 
I put it to the test; and body, mind, and 
soul have been nourished by it ever 
since.” 

There is also another beautiful mes- 
sage in the booklet by Lady Montgom- 
ery, the mother of Field Marshal Sir 
Bernard L. Montgomery, one of the 
greatest military heroes of the Second 
World War. Lady Montgomery says in 
part: “I brought up my children to 
learn a verse from the Bible every 
morning before breakfast. . . . England 
and America owe their greatness to the 
Bible. Let us pray that the Bible, God’s 
Word to us, may again take its rightful 
place in our hearts and homes! And the 
best way to do this is to begin in your 
own home, and for you and your chil- 
dren to learn a verse of the Bible daily!” 
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The Bible Success Band booklets are 
sold at'a low cost to encourage young 
and old to memorize God’s Word. The 
price of the booklet is 25 cents. But 
when 5 to 50 copies are sent to one ad- 
dress the price is 20 cents each; 51 to 99 
copies at 19 cents a copy; or 100 or more 
copies at 18 cents each. It will be ap- 
preciated if something can be added to 
defray cost of postage and office han- 
dling. 

Special size white envelopes for your 
mailing the booklets are one cent each. 
Send all orders for the booklets and en- 
velopes, with remittance, to George T. B. 
Davis, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2. 
(No, C.O.D.’s, please.) It is suggested 
that you order the booklets early to 
avoid the Christmas rush. 


“% 


Are Names Ever Blotted Out? 
(Continued from second page) 


tians—members of the invisible church, 
whose names are written on the real 
church roll—need not be afraid. I will 
in no wise blot out their names, is the 
statement. Instead of attacking the 
‘perseverance of the saints’ this passage 
supports that doctrine. The names that 
appear on some visible church rolls may 
be blotted out, but names that appear 
on ‘the book of life’ will ‘in no wise’ be 
blotted out.” 

Another writes: “When a citizen of 
Rome came into conflict with the author- 
ities, the penalty sometimes inflicted was 
disfranchisement; that is, blotting out his 
name from the roll of citizens or elec- 
tors. Let him know, if a Christian, and 
if his suffering is for his testimony, that, 
though his name may be blotted out of 
an earthly roll or book, it will not be 
blotted out of the book of life. 

“Again, it has often occurred that ‘for 
the truth’s sake,’ Christians have been 
excluded from ‘church fellowship.’ That 
is not unknown even in our day, and 
unless I am greatly mistaken we shall 
see much more of it. Very good: let 
God’s children be assured that there is 
one place where their names are written 
and where they will not be blotted out, 
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HERE'S A PROVEN 
MONEY MAKING 
IDEA! i 


Every home oa prospect for 
longer-burning, premium light 
bulbs. Popular sizes in easy- 
to-sell 6 bulb Ready-Packs. 
At least $6.00 profit per 
case. Write today for details. 


Ready-Jell Mfg. Co. 391-F 3rd Ave. 


HARKNESS CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


1. EVANGELISTIC HYMN- 
PLAYING For those who can 
already play. EIGHTY Music. 
ally-illustrated Lessons. Teaches 
TWELVE MUSICAL subjects — in- 
cluding TEN practical Accompani- 
ment Methods in Chords, Octaves, 
Runs, Trills, Chime Forms, etc. 

2. BEGINNERS HYMN-PLAYING A course for 
those who cannot play but wish to learn to play 
hymns and Gospel songs. FIFTY Musically-illustrat- 
ed lessons. Original HARKNESS Keyboard Charts. 

Over ten Thousand Students 


Send for FREE details. 


ROBERT HARKNE 


When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
TIMEs. 


N. Troy, &. ¥. 








MTS, 


Indicate course desirea 


20 N. RAYMOND AVE. 
PASADENA 1, CALIF. 








PROJECT 
“STAR 


for your Christmas 
Play or Pageant 





A dramatic effect is obtained by 
Drojecting a brilliant white star on wall above Christmas Tableau. 
Realistic Star of Bethiehem may be produced by using 2 
PROJECT-A-STAR slide in your 35mm (2*x 2°) slide projector. 


PROJECT-A-STAR SLIDE $1.00 postpaia 
A Product of 


PROJECTOR KIT, Box #2 Ho-Ho-Kus, New Jersey 








Frail Human. Cargo 


JUST ARRIVED IN ISRAEL—young lives, far 
more easily shattered than the box marked “very 


fragile.” 


Who will help them, and others like them, when 


help is most needed? 


Who will handle them with the love that every 


child needs? 


Who will see that they get what every child should 
have—food, clothes, shelter, school— and even more 


—yes, MOST ESSENTIAL OF ALL... 
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F RAIL 
They need to be brought up in the love of God—in ‘FRAGILE! HANDLE WITH LOVE 
the nurture and admonition of the LORD. 
For information write HEADQUARTERS 
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even though the professing church on 
earth may erase their names from its 
roll of membership. A case in point is 
that of the blind man healed by our 
Lord. He was excommunicated from the 
Synagogue. But immediately after be- 
ing ‘cast out’ he was ‘found’ by the Lord 
Jesus and made to joy in His fellow- 
ship. Hallelujah!” 


ye 
Christmas Services 


for Your Sunday School 


WO Christmas services for the Sun. 

day school, by Mary Brainerd Smith, 
will be available for use by busy super- 
intendents and teachers in their Sunday 
schools this year. They are, “Make His 
Praise Glorious” and “The Light That 
Dawned at Christmas.” Both are in the 
convenient folder form, with appropriate 
responsive Scripture readings, and with 
hymns and recitations for the various 
departmental groups, as well as hymns 
for the entire school. The hymns are 
set to familiar hymn tunes, and thus no 
long drilling of the school in special 
Christmas music is needed. 

An ample supply of both of these 
services is available, so that you merely 
have to, indicate your preference. The 
cost is a modest one. You may have 
either service at 35 cents a dozen, or 
$2.50 a hundred. Please address The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, in- 
dicating the service you prefer. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, November 25 


TV—Good and Bad 
(Matt, 5:29, 30; 1 John 2:15-17; Isa. 40:26) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission.- 


N PREPARING to present this week’s 

topic to our young people’s group, we 
shall not find in the Scriptures verses 
that tell us it is either right or wrong 
to watch television. We shall, however, 
find portions in God’s Word that, as in 
all other matters that affect the Chris- 
tian’s life, will give us certain principles 
that will guide us’ in coming to a de- 
cision as to what we are to do as in- 
dividuals in this matter of television. 

wg 

Three such Scripture portions have 
been chosen for us. The first, Matthew 
5:29, 30, brings to us the important prin- 
ciple that the follower of the Lord Jesus 
Christ must be willing to cut loose from 
anything that causes him to offend, even 
when that thing may be otherwise harm- 
less. Used in the right way, the hu- 
man eye or a human hand is a mar- 
velous instrument and may be a great 
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blessing. But used in the wrong way 
and in a way that would cause another 
to stumble into sin, even a good thing 
has no place in the life of a follower 
of the Lord Jesus. Paul expresses this 
same principle in dealing with the ques- 
tion of eating meat that had been of- 
fered as a sacrifice to idols when he said, 
“Wherefore, if meat make my brother to 
offend, I will eat no flesh while the 
world standeth, lest I make my brother 
to offend” (1 Cor. 8:13), 
% 

The second Scripture portion brings us 
the principle that love of the world and 
love of God are incompatible. ‘The word 
“world” used in 1 John 2:15-17 does not 
refer to the natural world, or the cre- 
ation. The “world” of which John speaks 
here is, as Ellicott puts it in his “Com- 
mentary on the Whole Bible,” “the 
sphere of rebellion, caprice, ambition, 
vanity, pride, avarice, forgetfulness of 
God, self-pleasing, sensuous desires and 
interest, and connivance with standards 
of thought and action antagonistic to 
the will of God.” James tells us, “The 
friendship of the world is enmity with 
God,” and, “whosoever therefore will 
be a friend of the world is the enemy 
of God” (Jas. 4:4). The follower of the 
Lord Jesus Christ though he is in the 
world is not to be of the world and is 
not to be aligned with, or even to lean 
toward, those things that motivate and 
occupy the thinking and actions of those 
who are not believers. , 

ed 

The third Scripture portion, found in 
Isaiah, calls upon us to set our sights 
upon God and upon things that are 
eternal. He is the strong one, the never 
failing one. The things of this world, at- 
tractive and desirable though they may 
seem at present, will fail to satisfy and 
will pass away. We are not to be like 
little children, entranced with that 
which sparkles and glitters but which has 
no real, lasting value and soon tarnishes 
and fades. Only the eternal things of 
Ged can bring lasting satisfaction and 
joy. “Let us run” the Christian race 
“looking unto Jesus” (Heb. 12:1, 2). 


4 

And now let us apply these principles 
specifically to our use of television. In 
all fairness it must be acknowledged 
that there are some good things to be 
seen on television. There are a few 
sound, Gospel programs. There are some 
educational programs and a few that 
offer the music of great orchestras and 
famous singers. A considerable num- 
ber of news events and sports events are 
available, but all too often these are 
interspersed with beer and wine and 
cigarette commercials. It cannot be de- 
nied that a large proportion of television 
time is devoted to programs that bring 
into the home the costumes and conver- 
sation and conduct that were once con- 
fined to the vaudeville stage and night 
club and movie theater. 


_ 


watching television. 
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The solution to the problems raised by 
such objectionable features does not 
always lie in refusing to have a tele- 
vision in the home, for children and 
young people are often exposed to tele- 
vision in the homes of their friends, in 
school, at snack bars, and the like. Cer- 
tainly, wherever there is a television in 
a home there is need for careful super- 
vision and screening of the programs 
that are watched. A frank discussion 
with all members of the household 
should point out the harmful and unde- 
sirable features to be guarded against 
and there should be a clear understand- 
ing as to which programs should or 
should not be watched, whether at home 
or elsewhere. Parents and older young 
people will need to discipline themselves 
for the sake of younger folks in the 
home as well as for their own good. In 
our young people’s group it might be 
helpful to list the programs that most 
of the members watch, and have a frank 
discussion as to their real value. It 
would be perhaps surprising if each 
member were to state the approximate 
time he spends each day in watching 
television. ye 


In coming to your own decision about 
television you may find it helpful to 
consider prayerfully four points—the 
target, the time, the testimony, and toll: 
.As for the target, what are you look- 
ing for in television? Just what do you 
expect it to contribute to your life? “Set 
your affections on things above, not on 
things on the earth” (Col. 3:2). 

How much time do you give to tele- 
vision? It has been estimated that the 
average person spends four hours a day 
Even though you 
choose the better things it has to offer, 
are you spending time in this way which, 
as a Christian, you should spend in other 
ways? How does your television time 
compare with the time you give for the 
study of God’s Word, or for your morn- 
ing watch, or for Christian activity? 
Does it interfere with your study time 
for school or college? Does television 
keep you away from church attendance? 

As for testimony, you will want to con- 
sider carefully what your television 
preferences reveal to others concerning 
your Christian progress and aspirations. 
Does your example make it more diffi- 
cult for younger or less mature Chris- 
tians to choose the right kind of pro- 
grams? 

Concerning the toll, think of the ef- 
fect that the programs you watch are 
having upon you. Is it possible that a 
tolerance on your part is being built 
up for the cheap and vulgar and sug- 
gestive things that are sometimes seen 
and heard on television? Can you hon- 
estly say that the programs you watch 
are productive of clean and wholesome 
thinking and enjoyment and at least do 
not dull the edge of your Christian zeal 
and testimony? 
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For Family Worship. 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Dally Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


November 19 to 25 


Mon.—Matthew 6:25-32. 
The Heavenly Father’s Love. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Your heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye have need of all 
these things.” Those who have received 
“the Spirit of adoption” can cry, “Abba, 
Father” (Rom. 8:15). To all such our 
Lord says, “My Father, and your Father; 
. . my God, and your God” (John 20: 
17). Let the love of the Father ever be 
your joy, and through Christ expect all 
the blessings of grace. All who know 
God’s grace which brought them into 
the number of the Saviour’s family give 
thanks to the Father and to the Son and 
Holy Spirit for this partnership and “in- 
heritance of the saints in light” (Col. 
1:12), and wonder at the love of the 
triune God. Pray for the spread of the 
Gospel among the Mohammedans, 
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Tues.—Romans 8:12-17. 
Sons Through Faith. 
PRAYER SuccEstions: “The Spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirit, that we 
are the children of God.” We become 
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 
Man fell in the.First Adam, but rises 
to live in newness of life through the 
Last Adam. 
through unbelief, but our salvation is by 
grace through faith in the Son of God. 
“Dost thou believe on the Son of God?” 
Demand for this confession should be 
made of all applicants for church mem- 
bership. “Whosoever shall confess that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth 
in him, and he in God” (1 John 4:15). 
Pray for the spread of the Gospel among 
the Mau Mau (Africa). *' 
Wed.—Romans 7:14-25, Prone To Wander. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “I see another 
law in my members, warring against 
the law of my mind, and bringing me 
into captivity to the law of sin which is 
in my members.” Dr. R. A. Torrey used 
to bring Christians face to face with 
their proneness to yield to their baser 
desires, so as to make them cry out 
with Paul, “O wretched man that I am!” 
Learning this, he set before them the 
word on “The law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus” which must free them 
from the law of sin and death, enabling 
them to walk, no more after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit. Are you a defeated 
Christian? Here lies your hope of vic- 
tory for today and for all your days. 
Pray for Gospel success in East Pakistan. 


Thurs.—Romans 5:17-21. 
Redemption Through Christ. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Condemnation 
. . . justification.” The Law curses its 
offenders. It condemns all that are 
under the Law. It stops mouths, makes 
men know they are guilty before God 
(Gal, 3:10; Rom. 3:19). Christ’s blood 
made full and eternal payment for all 
transgressions under the first Testament 
(Heb. 9:12, 13). Atonement was com- 
plete and eternal. Are you “justified 
by his blood”? (Rom. 5:1, 9.) Are you 
redeemed? Pray for the salvation of 
many in West Pakistan. 
Fri—Psalm 130:1-8. A Forgiving God. 

PRAYER SuccEesTions: “With the Lord 
there is mercy, and with him is plente- 
ous redemption.” God is kind and God 
is good. But we cannot expect such 
mercy if we willfully live in sin. If 
you sin that grace may abound, you err 
in judgment, and sin grievously, and 
fall under condemnation. God’s par- 
doning grace gives no permission to sin. 
He forgives all sins of true penitents. 
Sins abandoned are sins banished. Pray 
for neglected Ceylon. 
Sat.—Psalm 103:1-6. A Gracious God. 

PRAYER SuccesTions: “Who forgiveth 
all thine iniquities.” Request God, for 
Jesus’ sake, to pardon your iniquity. 
Whatever the crime or stain, the atone- 
ment of Christ on Calvary suffices. “The 








Qur first parents fell. 
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blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). “Christ 
hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse for us” (Gal. 
3:13). Are you one of those “redeemed 
by the blood of the Lamb”? Pray for 
the spread of the Gospel in Spain. 


Sun.—Psalm 103:7-13. A Merciful God. 


Prayer Succestions: “The Lord is 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 
and plenteous in mercy.” The record 
of God’s dealings with man proves the 
truth of the above assertion. Individ- 
ually and collectively God shows that 
He does not deal with us as our sins 
deserve. There are doubtless right now 
some in hell because of our sins, and 
even our neglects, as Christians. God 
is good to all, and His tender mercy is 
over all His works. Bless God. Bow. 
low before the God of all grace. Pray 
for a work of the Spirit in Denmark. 


JUNGLE INDIANS NEED CHRIST 


Inland tribes of South 
America, some wild 
and hostile, others 
semicivilized, are be- 
ing reached by our 
more than | mis- 
sionaries and stations. 
These are living souls 
for whom Christ died. 
Many thousands yet 
unreached. 
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Your prayers and aid will help. Free booklet 
covering our work in Brazil, Bolivia, Peru, and 
Colombia sent on request; also monthly magazine 
“Amazon Valley Indian.” Read of heroic labors 
that will touch your heart. Write today. 

Member of Interd national Foreign 

Mission Association 


SOUTH AMERICA INDIAN MISSION, Inc. 


(founded 1914) ° 
Rev. Joseph A. Davis, D.D., General Director 


1404 Forsythe Street : 
West Palm Beach, Florida 
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A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools 
By Philip E. Howard, Sr. 


Thousands of copies of this 72-page book- 
let, attractively bound with blue paper 
cover, have been placed in the hands of 
busy Sunday school teachers and Christian 
workers. Ten chapters of instruction and 
inspirational reading await you. 


40 cents, postpaid. 
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SADNESS 


ice) 
SUNSHINE 






Tonight as you go to sleep thank God that you have a bed and that your children do 
not have to sleep in a barn or.in a refugee camp. i 

Last winter the Continent of Europe suffered the worst weather of the century. Tens | 
of thousands were made homeless, and in certain distressed areas thousands of others were ' 
isolated from the outside world and threatened with starvation. A new winter confronts 
them. Today many of them have not fully recovered from the disaster that struck them. 
And they face the coming winter with fear and foreboding in their hearts. 





























From Greece, Germany, Austria, and Yugo- $100.00 will help us send 100 
slavia we have received many heart-rending ap-_ packages or 2,000 pounds ev. Dougias G. Stewart, 
peals rod me 4 ame: ocee own children who have of food. enon 
gone through much suffering. __ We need your immediate help. You can make 
Added to this we have the plight of Europe’s the P+ lamas Yes, you can beted the SUNSHINE 
refugees who live under depressing and dismal of God’s love into their SADDENED lives 
circumstances. One typical family writes: ; 
“As refugees from the Communists, we have lost Stretch out your hand 7 of lov © across the 
everything. We are forced to live in a barn. ocean to your brothers and sisters in Christ. Life 
There are eight of us in our family. Three sacks will take on a new meaning for you when you re- 
_ — — rave oo So. Mh © oy alize that your gift will bring SUNSHINE into 
children. Your = heer be s diccet gift from God. hearts that have had so much darkness. 
May He continue to supply our daily bread Send your gift today. YOU CAN MAKE THE 
through you: DIFFERENCE. Please help God’s people in Eu- 
How can we refuse such an appeal! The best rope during this Thanksgiving season. 


way I know to help these refugees is to send them 
CARE parcels. CARE parcels are already in 
European warehouses and all that is needed to re- 
lease them are your gifts. The European Evange- 
listic Crusade stands ready to translate your 
Christian love and sympathy into IMMEDIATE 
aid for these stricken people. 
In co-operation with the United States Govern- 
ment and the CARE organization, 
$1.00 will help us send one parcel contain- 
ing 20 pounds of food. 
$5.00 will help us send 5 packages or 100 
pounds of food. 
$10.00 will help us send 10 packages or 200 a . soa 
pounds of food. 1 ! 
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Europe’s REFUGEE FUND 

Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.G.S. 

EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. 
(Member Mission I.F.M.A.) - 

811 Westview Street, Dept. S, Philadelphia 19, Pa. 

YES, I want to bring sunshine into the saddened hearts 

of our Christian brethren. Enclosed is my gift of ........... 

for CARE parcels. 
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